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When Mrs, John Ridge Came to Fayetteville 


Through the courtesy of Alvin Seamster of Bentonville, our Society 
has secured copies of the proceedings in chancery court 1845-49 that 
led to the settlement of the estate of John Ridge, noted Cherokee 
leader who was murdered June 22, 1839. Suit was brought by Ridge's 
widow, Sarah B. N. Ridge, against Hugh A, Anderson as administrator of 
the estate, on behalf of her children: Clarinda, John R,, Susan C,, 
Herman D,, Eneas, Andrew J., and Flora C. Ridge. 


Our Washington County interest in these valuable old records is due 
to the fact that Mrs. Ridge and her children fled to Fayetteville for 
safety after the Ridge killings, and lived in the house still standing 
at the corner of W. Center and Locust streets, Also, Mrs,Ridge brought 
with her from the Cherokee Nation the instructress of the Ridge child- 
ren —— none other than Sophia Sawyer, who was to set up our noted ante 
bellum school, the Fayetteville Female Seminary. 


John Ridge's estate was appraised at $26,955, In the proceedings in 
chancery (Benton County, May term 1847) appears this paragraph, which 
is of importance in Washington County history: 

"It appears that complainant (Mrs. Ridge) has expended the sum of 
$2,409.85 in the purchase of certain houses and lots situate in the 
town of Fayetteville and known as lots numbered 1,2,3,4 in Block No,16, 
and one improvement worth $665,60 which is now on hand which she pre~ 
sents as constituting a part of the Estate -- and it appearing further 
that there is now in the hands of the complainant a boy and Lucy Jane 
a girl, which added to the slaves above named make 25 in number of 
about the value of $9,350, the stock of horses, cattle, hogs and farm- 
ing utensils $2,053 and the household and kitchen furniture of every 
description $635.35..amounting in the whole to the sum of 915,115.31." 


The proceedings from 1845 to 1848 were presided over by Judge Sebron 

G, Sneed of Fayetteville. On Oct. 10, 1849, in an action before Judge 

Wm, W. Floyd in Benton County, Robert W. Mecklin of Mt. Comfort was 
_ appointed administrator of the Ridge estate, 


An account of the Ridge murders, the complete court proceedings as 
revealed in the documents recently discovered by Mr,Seamster, an obit- 
uary of Sarah B. N..Ridge, and a newly found letter of John R, Lidge, 
referring to the killing of James Foreman by Ridge's uncie, Stand 
Watie (letter dated "Great Barrington, Mass., Oct. 2, 1842"), will be 
published in forthcoming issues of FLASHBACK, 


The Ridge murders in 1839, in the Cherokee Nation just across the 
Washington County line, led to Sophia Sawyer's coming to Fayetteville, 
And Miss Sawyer's school brought about the founding of other early, | 
schools which gave Washington County an educational reputation.) \that 
had much to do with the locating of the state university here 3 “1871,) 


Fayetteville Advertisements of a Century Ago 


Advertisements and Notices in the Southwest Independent, Fayetteville, 
September 18654, William Quesenbury, proprietor and editor. 


- Professional Cards 
J. M. Tebbetts, attorney and collector 
Neal & Walker (James P. Neal & J. D, Walker) 
P. P. VanHoose, attorney 
Lafayette Gregg, attorney & solicitor in chancery 
Drs, T.J. and W.H.Pollard, office north of Public Square 


General Merchandise 


Stirman & Dickson Stone & Holcomb 
L. B. Cunningham James Sutton & Co, 
Wn, A. Watson Liles & Thomas 
ae 9 ae 
Gentlemen, Your Attention! 
Cigars and Chewing Tobacco Assorted confectionery 
Sardines, Oysters and Pickles Brandy, Whisky, Wines 
Mackerel and Herring Powder, shot & percussion caps 
J. C. HODGES 
West Side of the Square 
a 9 SE 


Town Lots for sale - West of Fayetteville 
Free from mud and rocks, easy of access, beautifully situated within 
short distance of a clear, cold, never-—failing stream of pure water, 
Streets of West Fayetteville will run corresponding with those of old 
town but lots much larger, 
Martin D. Frazor, West Fayetteville, Nov.26, 1853 
So=- 


Notice for Confirmation of Land Title 
160 acres bought at Sheriff's sale, Taxed in the name of Littleberry 
Cole's heirs for 1847 and 1848 for $7.67. E4 of SE# and E43 of NE¢ 
of Sec, 20 Two 15 N Range 33 W. -— Larkin Hall, May 10, 1854 
seine. 


. Executor!s Notice 
Estate of Wm, M. Bowers. J. H. Stirman, executor, Sept, 21, 1854 


Plain, Fancy and Ornamental Painting 
House, sign, coach painting, Masonic and Odd Fellows aprons. 
KE. 0. Harris 
ete 


Notice 
Wm, Black having purchased entire stock of dry goods, hardware and 
groceries, at this place, of Bishop & Boyer, Store next door above the 
northeast corner of Public Square, 


pusaeyeiat 


Our Society is anxious to acquire old Washington 
County newspapers dated before 1890. Write to - the 
Secretary if you know of any such papers. 


The He Family Records —- No. 2 
by W. J. Lemke 


The first installment of the correspondence and other records of the 
pioneer Henry family appeared in the May 1956 issue of FLASHBACK. The 
family records contain several hundred items (letters, diaries, legal 
and business papers, tax receipts) dated from 1836 to 1862. The papers 
were those of James and Luvica Henry, who settled in the eastern part 
of Washington County before Arkansas became a state. James Henry was 
the oldest son of Isaac Henry of Coffee County, Tennessee. James Henry 
evidently kept every written record, and after his death the papers 
were preserved by his son, Marshall Henry. The family records are now 
in the possession of Mrs. Lena sh oa a of abe ipamert's a granddaugh- 
ter of Marshall Henry. 


Isaac Henry and his wife, of Tennessee, were the parents of thirteen 
children, Two of these, James: and Isaac, settled in Washington County, 
near Goshen, in the early 1830's. Isaac later (about 1850) joined two 
older brothers in Texas but later returned to Fayetteville. Other mem- 
bers of the family, it is thought, remained in Tennessee, The Henrys 
were related to other Washington County pioneer families, including 
the Brixey and Banks families. 


Isaac Henry was born Mar. 16, 1778. His. wife Kathryn was born May 6, 
1784, and died July 10, 1841. They were married March L, 1802. Their 
children, probably all born in Tennessee, were: 


1, Jamima, b. July 17, 1803; d. Sept. 11, 1839 

2. James, b. Feb. 5, 1805; m. Luvica -—---. Came to Washington Coun- 
ty, Ark,, before 1836. He was a prominent.farmer in the Oxford Bend 
area. Most of the business papers in the collection of Henry records 
pertain to James Henry's affairs. He served in the War with Mexico as 
a member of the Washington County company captained by Stephen Enyart. 

3. John, b. Sept. 16, 1806. John Left Tennessee about 1848 but the 
family had no record of where he went. 

i. Snna,: b. Oct.. 105 1508. 

5. William, b. Jan. 10, 18112. William was still living in Tennessee 
in 1842 but wrote to his relatives from Texas in 1852. 

6. Mary, b. Oct. 10, 1808. 

7. Isaac R. (twin), b. Jan. 9, 1815. Isaac was living in Washington 
County, Ark., in 1840and may have come with his brother James as early 
as 1835. Isaac was living in Nacogdoches County, Texas in 1845 and in 
San Antonio in 1851. He is believed to have returned to Fayettewille 
and to have died here in July 1867. 

8, Samuel (twin), b. Jan. 9, 1815. Samuel wrote to his brother James 
in 1840: "I intend to stay in oald (sic) Tennessee." However, the fam- 
ily records suggest that he was living in Fayetteville in 1843. If so, 
he evidently returned to Tennessee, where he. was living in 1852. 

9. Jessee, b. Jan. 10, 18183 d. Oct. 2, 1835. 

10, Susana (also called Susan and Susannah), b. Oct, 26, 1820; m. 
William Lindley in Tennessee and probably spent her life in that state. 

11, Caty (Kate) Manerva, b. May 22, 1823. 

12. M. D. LaFayette, b. Nov. 27, 1825, LaFayette Henry was diving in 
Tennessee in 1852, 

13. Anastasia Purle, b. Apr. 5, 1828; m. Wm. Williams in Tennessee. 


This installment of the Henry records includes James Henry's tax 
receipts, some of his business receipts, and a few miscellaneous docu- 
ments. Later installments will include the family letters, accounts of 
old Liberty Church near Springdale and the Van Winkle school of the 
1850's, and a diary kept by James Henry in 1861-62, 


Tax Receipts of James Henry 
Year Amount Signed by 


1836 - One dollar county tax.......L. C. Pleasants, sheriff 
1837 = 51.34 state & £1.84 county..F. W. G ordon, dpty sheriff 
1838 - .45 state & $1.90 county..Wm. Skelton, dpty sheriff 
1839 - .78 state & $2.57 county..J. P. Pleasants, dpty sheriff 
1840 - 1.17 state & $3.34 county..J. P. Pleasants, dpty sheriff 


WSs LOU A LAX. be EOD cuss s nein +\s P. R. Smith, sheriff 

VSB = Totallbaxs $2583). ode oosees .W. B. Sawyer, dpty sheriff 
NG em alOvalN GAR, (bl eG ot. «a uwelee exe W.R.Quarles, dpty sheriff 
1BY5 —'Total tax, $2589... sc.secesse B.H.Smithson, dpty sheriff 
DS) Tae LOU UR CAI 03.693 vies iecl els ss ee John Lewis, deputy sheriff 
NESS id=) TOCAG AN de OD aris «stares «leis Z.M.Pettigrew, sheriff 
SS —wlobelwbaxteDOLI2. cscs aie cle ae .Z.M.Pettigrew, sheriff 

IG Pye) SU koyneul pete eV also AAR ening aor Z.M.Pettigrew, sheriff 
NSS et LOUIS DAK Ee One £5 6 siaiel ae ore John Crawford, sheriff 
WE5Se= Tovaltipaxrs tol 296522". Goes... John Crawford, sheriff. 


Some business receipts of James Henry 


Oct. 6, 1837 - 94.40 - Elye Littleton -- "In full of his book account"! 
(Eli Littleton was evidently one of Fayetteville's ear- 
liest merchants since he kept "book accounts", but we 
heve been unable to learn anything about him.) 


Oct.15, 1838 - 3:10 - James Sutton - "On account" ' 

3 (Local histories say that James Sutton came in 1839 via 
Missouri, This receipt, however, shows that he was al- 
ready in business in 1838. He was for two decades our 
town's leading merchant. Goodspeed's history says that 
Sutton's store and warehouse were 30x150 feet and that 
he "sold immense quantities of goods and bought every- 
thing the farmers brought to him," 


Jan.13, 1838 - 334.80 - A. Wallace - "Received of John Brixey & James 

ay Henry in full of their a/c." 
(Alfred Wallace was one of four brothers who came to 
Fayetteville about 1830 with their father, William \Wel- 
lace, Two of the brothers operated a saloon and-pertic-— 
ipated in some of the violence of those early days. Al- 
fred Wallace, however, became a prosperous business man, 
W. S. Campbell says he had a general store on the west 
side of the Square as early as 1833. 


Jan.12, 1839 - ‘35 - James Sutton 


Feb, 3, 1839 - {27.38 -— John Lewis - "In full of a/c up to this date," 
(Campbell's history says:: "James Lewis had one of the 
first blacksmith shops, his son John following in his 
footsteps later.") 


Apr.-July 1839-$7.62 - R. W. Reynolds - Sharpening plows. 

(Reuben W. Reynolds was an early resident of Fayette- 
ville. He is believed to have been here before 1830. In 
1835 he purchased three lots (7,8,9 in Block 28) at the 
auction of town lots, including the Stone corner on the 
Square for which he paid $101. He was evidently a black- 
smith, to judge by the above bill, but he latcr engaged 
in other lines of business. ) 


Sept 25,1839 - $7.11 - Sutton & Gentry - "Account in full 
(We have been unable to identify Sutton's perbner.) 


Oct. 18,1839 - $28 - James Sutton - "Account in full" 


Dec. 23,1840 — $30 - James Sutton pr J. L. Dickson 
(This is the first appearance of Joseph L. Dickson in 
Fayetteville business records. Ten years later, he was 
one of the town's leading merchants, Dickson street is 
named for him.) 


Dec, 23,1840 - $5.63 - McClellan & Wilson pr Stone 
(The clerk who signed this receipt was Stephen K. Stone. 
He was 15 years old and this was his first job after 
his arrival in 1839. He later became the town's wealth- 
iest citizen.) 


Jan. 4, 1841 = "In full for blacksmithing." - P. V. Rhea 
(P. Vinson Rhea was one of the town's first blacksmiths.. 
He bought Lot 8 in Block 17 for $41 at.the Fayetteville 
town auction, some time before 1837. ‘hen the town was 
incorporated in 1841, he became the first Alderman 
(Mayor). His tombstone in the old cemetery at Rhea's 
Mill says he was born 1803, died 1864.) 


Jan. 7, 1841 - $1.75 - Conrad Rettig | 
(This receipt. give no clue to Rettig's occupation. It 
is known, however, that his wife was a pepcten in Miss 
Sawyer's school, the noted Female Seminary.) 


Feb,10, 1841 - $17.40 (peltry & coonskins) - Jas,Sutton pr J.L.Dickson 
ees (Although James Henry usually paid cash, he would occa- 
Sionally pay in produce. This is one of the.few bills 
he paid in peltry, although trapping in the \White River 
valley east of Fayetteville must have been profitable 
115 years ago, This receipt is signed by:J.L.Dickson 
who ten years later was an important figure in the bus- 
iness and social life of Fayetteville.) 


May 29,1841 - $1 - Campbell & Center by Oldham 3 
(We have been unable to identify this firm, The clerk, 
Oldham, probably was wi. S, Oldham who later-became an 
Arkansas Supreme Court Justice. He moved to Texas in 
the 1850's 5 


Oct. 7, 1841 - 510 - James Sutton 


Dec.30, 1841 - $3 - Smith & Wood 


Feb. 1, 1842 - 
Feb. 5, 1842 - 
Jan, 3, 1842 - 


Jan, 4, 1843 - 


Feb.23, 1843 - 


Feb. 8, 1844 - 


“saa 


Feb, 8, 1844 = 


July 22,1844 - 


_..Feb. 10,1849 - 


Feb, 13,1853 - 


1853 - 1855 - 


$13.50 — James Sutton pr J. L. Dickson 
93.75 (peltry) - James Sutton pr J. L. epeeee 


03 — W. L. Wilson per S. K. Stone 

(This receipt shows that Stephen K. Etonic was clerking 
for Washington L. Wilson in 1842, although Campbell's 
history says Syne ale opened his own SUSE in 1840.) 


"Account in full" - W. E. Hisroranense ae 

W. E. Throckmorton was probably the "Dr. Throckmorton" 
named in Goodspeed's and in Campbell's-histories, neith- 
er of which gives his initials. The family moved to 
Texas about 1850. Dr.Throckmorton's son, James i/,., was 
governor of Texas in 1866 but was eclectic by Reconstruc— 
tion. W.S.Campbell says that James W. Throckmorton Was a 
Confederate soldier and fought at Pea Ridge.) 


$12.31 — Jas, Sutton pr J. L. Dickson 

{19 — Jas. Sutton pr J. L. Dickson 

(2264 —- A. S. Denney - "In full of account to date." 
02e87 — James Lynch — Sharpening plows and scythes., 
$5.61 - John Lewis - Making and sharpening plows. 

%3 — W. L. Wilson 

(This bill indicates that Washington L. Wilson wes 


still in business in 1853 and the receipt that follows 
shows that one of his competitors was Henry Rieff who 


_later became his son-in-law, W.L.Wilson came to Fayette-— 


ville about 1831. He was already a substantial citizen 
when he helped organize the Masonic: Lodge in 1835. He 


‘was one of the organizers of the Grand Lodge of Arkan- 


sas in 1838. He was Master of Washington.Lodge No.1 in 
1851 and High Priest of Far West Chapter in 1854. W.L. 
Wilson was the father. of three sons and four daughters, 
During the Civil War, one of his daughters married Col, 
Henry Rieff of the Confederate army and one married 
Lt. Harry Wilson of the Union army. © Another daughter, 
Harriet, married John Thomas. Their home was where the 


Frisco depot now stands. The Thomas family graveyard 


has grown into today's Evergreen Cemetery. Washington 


-L. Wilson is buried on East Mountain, just across from 


the entrance to the Confederate Cemetery. It should be 
noted that these Wilsons were not related to another 
early Wilson family (Alfred M., Robert J., etc.) whose 
descendants still live in Fayetteville. A granddaughter 
of Washington L. Wilson, Mrs. Frank Wager, lives in 
Dallas, Tex. Her family reminiscences were published in 
the February 1955 issue of FLASHBACK.) 


$6.55 — Henry Rieff — Merchandise 


Dec.27, 1853 - $6.55 - A. Outzen 
(Amos Outzen operated a wegon shop here in the 1850's) 


Dec.25, 1854 - $1.65 - Stone & Holcomb 

(This firm was Stephen K. Store) pandljennoleanh: “The 
partnership lasted from 1854 to-the beginning of the 
Civil War. After the war, Holcomb engaged in other pur- 
suits and held public office. He was Mayor of Spring- 
dale. Stone continued his business after the war and in 
1868 built a brick business building on.the northeast 
corner of the Square and in 1880 another on the south- 
east corner. Both of these buildings are still standing 
in 1957.) 


May U4, 1855- $8 - A. Outzen 
Feb.l4, 1855 = $3.65 - Stone & Holcomb 


June 1856 —- - $13.37 - Quarles & Walker - Bedsteads 
(Quarles & Walker ran a general store on the east side 
of the Sotare, where the Palace Theater now is. ) 


Dec.20, 1856 - $12.77 - Stirman &, Dickson | 
(This firm was J. H. Stirman and J.L. Dickson, probably 
the town's most important business firm in the years 
immediately preceding and following the Civil War.) ~ 


May 8, 1857 - $3.49 - W. Black 


Oct.27, 1857- $12.72 - Henry Rieff per W. L. Wilson 

(This suggests that Washington L. ifilson hea’ sold his 
mercantile business on the north side of the Square to 
his future son-in-law, Henry Rieff. The clerk usually 
signed receipts for the owner. Henry Rieff was colonel 
commanding the 20th Regiment of State ifilitia in 1860 
and later served in the Confederate army. About 1857 he 
built the brick house on W. Center St., now occupied by 
Moore's Funeral Home.) 


----- 1857 - $2.62 - H. J. McRoy "Laying, pointing, sharpening plows", 
(W.S.Campbell in his "One Hundred Years of Fayetteville" 
says: "Back in the early 40's, H.J."Jack"McRoy came to 
Fayetteville and established a wagon and carriage shop 
on what is now the courthouse site, When the gold fever 
hit Fayetteville in 1849, he went with many others to 
California, But like others he came back.and went on 
with his trade. His shop burned, The next day the town 
made up a purse and built him another shop. This shop 
stood at the corner of E.Spring St. and College Ave.") 


Oct. 27, 1857- $2.60 - Stirman & Dickson pr Geo. G. Howell 


Oct. 27, 1857- $47.06 - Wm. McIlroy pr J. H. VanHoose 

(Wm. McIlroy came to Madison County, Ark,, in 1838. He 

moved to Fayetteville in 1855 and opened a mercantile 

business... James H. VanHoose was McIlroy's son-in-law. 

Some time after Wm, McIlroy opened his banking business 
in 1871, VanHoose’ becamé’'a partner. in-the mercantile 

Biataoae then known as McIlroy & VanHoose, The account 

books of this firm are in the University Library.) 


8 
Jan, 1858 - -— $30 - Stone & Holcomb 


Stone & Holcomb 


Jan.12, 1858 - $1.52 
Jan. 1, 1858 = 2.65 - Quarles & Walker 
Sept. 5,1858 - 7.50 - Wm. Blackburn - "3 bridles" 


Dec.28, 1858 — {1.05 -— Stirman & Dickson 


Dec.15, 1858 — {36.63 - Henry Rieff pr W. L. Wilson 


Dec.27, 1858 


! 
Es 


Bedford & Pollard -— "One lady's cloth coat." 
(peaford & Pollard, later Bedford & Duke, had a general 
store, Stephen Bedford was Mayor of Fayetteville in 
1860 and built his home at the corner of Block and lest 
Dickson streets. ) | 


Jan. 1, 1859 -— "In full of medical account" -— Jas, Stevenson 
(James Stevenson came from Kentucky in 1854 and opened 
the first drug store. He also practiced medicine.) 


Mar. 6, 1860 — $4 - W. A. Watson 
(Wim, A. Watson ran a branch store for Baker & Bishop of 
Van Buren on the corner where the First National Bank 
now is.) 

May 16, 1860 - $2 ~— Bedford & Pollard 

Aug.15, 1860 - $4.90 - W. A. Watson - "Bolt domestic & calico." 

Jan.18, 1861 - ‘312.92 - Henry Rieff pr Wilson - "Shoes and dry goods", 

Jan.19, 1861 - ‘33 - Francis & Pollard 

Sept .25,1861 - £1.20 - W A. Watson 


Oct. 4, 1862 - $8.25 - Bedford & Duke 


Miscellaneous Papers in the Henry Collection 


(Undated, Probably 1838) - Order for 5 yards Jeans $5, signed by 
A, Wallace pr Augustus J. Ward 


January 15, 1838 - Recd of James Henry one note-on William Gibson for 
Bight dollars which I promise to collect or answer for 
accordent to law, - Wm, Skelton, of Prairie Township. 


January 12, 1839 - Received of Harvey Barnes by the hand of James Henry 
Puentyounnes dollars for which the said Barnes is to have 
credit on a note, -- McGarrah & Hubbard, by M. Hubbard 


- Dec. 3, 1839 — Recd of Alfred Ragsdale five dollars in full of his act, 
-- A. B. Anthony, L. M. Prince 


Dec. 28, 1841 - Mr. James Henry. You will please pay F. Wayland four 
dollars and this shall be your Eecerpe for the same. 
—— Chs. Fisher 


Feb, 22, 1842 - Mr. James Henry Sir Pay B. M. Routh three dollars 
25 cents the amount due me from you on my day book 
and oblige yours &c -— H. C. Watkins 


Nov. 29, 1843-- On or before the first day of February 184) I promise 
to pay Wesley Marrs fifty dollars with ten per cent in- 
es weveaut paid, for value received. — Isaac R. Young 


Feb,-July 1845- James Henry Dr. to Lewis & an Total duc-: 28.50, 
for making new ploughs (52.50 each) and Lee nae 
ploughs (125c each). 


Oct. 22, 1847 - Received -of James oe four dollers and fifty cents, 
it being the one half of the appraised value of one 
estray oxen. - W.M.Bowers, Treasr of \Jeshington County 


Feb, 10, 1849 - John-Lewis Dr. to James Henry. Total bill }22 with a 
$6 credit "to an order from Alford Wallace." items on 


bill (One doad of wood... .<1.« «smear 5 wb OES 
25, DUNGILES Of, TOAGCT: < ctetareya seis otetets “25 
=, Four. barreds) Of COI. ween fen eine “=. 4.00 
- 76) fowl Ss) abu. tem Cencsen aie iemians ees 00 

To wintering Of ANCOW. ci «nurs > o's 3,00 - 


Apr. 15, 1850 - On or by the first day of August I promise to pay 
James Henry for two hundred: and four pounds ‘of Bacon 
at what it’is ee at the first of August. 


his 
- Benjamin X Landers 
July 25, 1850 — Mr. Henry’ Sir Please send me 100 lbs of bacon and 
25 lbs salt and -—---- or something to make bread and 


oblige yours Benjamin Landers 

May 19, 1855 - Received’ of dames Henry seven dollars & ten cents, in 
full of a judgement against George Martin before Esq. 
Wisenor, in favor of Baker & Bishop, also the cost, on 
an attach. in favor of himself before-lisq, Brownlee, § 
BER EGH said: ee -— Wn. A. S. Throcknorton, Const, 


Aug. 11, 1856 - Then: apeuredoa per hands of: biaeae Henry, for James 
Henry, Seven dollars & fifty cts in full of his tuition 
to a school taught for a term of three months by Martin 
K. Walker, Said school commenced Oct. the lst 1855. 

John Enyart 


May to Oct. 1860 - $5.22 - W.A.Watson. Billi includes bottle of Cherry 
Pectoral $1, 2 boxes Pills .50, 18 yds cottonade $3. 37. 


Jan. 30, 1852 - Mr.Henry - I lack 2 End plates 195 ft long 4 x 6 inched? 
and 20 pieces Studding. Will you please cut them and send 
in immediately. And oblige your friend, J.H,Stirman 

"This bill of timber $6.33. JH" 


10 


June 4, 1853 - James Henry bought of James Sutton: 
1 Coat and vest.....%15.00 


iGoabe bartren ears cat eS 
Pan Gee mr area av era 2.00 
NE RANG Sle Mets ics Clemreie. 3.00 
$22.87 
_June 10, 1860 - 11.30 - Jas. Sutton. Bill for 
| 2esackismoalt @Ups eee c«csle's avec 6.50 
Jomlbsrpurare@ Sc em ns teres ay. ci: - 4.80 


BED 26, 1860 - ir. Jas. Henry Please pay to T. W. Pollard or order 
One dollar and this will be your receipt for the same, 
end much oblige Your Respt. Ambrose Blackburn 


1844, - Jacob Cartright indebted J. Rk. Henry in 1843 
To 4 pare shoes & mending hamestrap....{$3.25 


Towahwpriin peep lOWSe:. ci sc cle vltliaic o/eiae els seeeee 
NOMEWOM PAR SHOOCSs «4h siettets civic t ets si0leelele-s 1,00 
to sharpning 2 plows & mending frisen.. .75 
ToMslinen aware on WeUiers sisters cs cts wic’kts cle nieve LOND 
16.00 
Payed on the above 
Vaal OAd Sore wool mbbererie sretadieietbe elsigts ot Soe Bey, 
one dollar cash & 2 pare chains........ Ses: 
20 
I asign the above to Samuel Henry 
for value received this Jan. 22, 1845 -- Isaac Rk. Henry 
1856 - J. Henry in Act with H. J. McRoy 
NeWapIOUeTiy ieee tere sit fal aletere aieds $3.40 
Sharpening 1 plough......... eles 
HAVEL AIG NTT OUCMeraieicletele ovsle ¢ 6 « av lkee> 
One plough, by John......... 5 a ele 
Payeln eee eDUOUGN, cieictewleie «.clalate's 1,00 
Meyer Paar LOUP iets crieiere's < bese be 
Sharpening 1 plough......... : 123 
Sharpening 1 plough.......... aes 
10.574 


Received payment, H. J. McRoy 


Marshall Henry to J. E. Trott Dr. 
To 5 yds Blea Domestic =~ 40 Shroud.....2.00 


ROME SPP MWH TES POGOe iajeie ie crereveleveice’s ei sive oie eo 
Tim aserhore GOL rl era cictevcher. aleekere's ger kev ansxete 9.45 
TED 


Fayetteville, Arks Nov. 6th 1867 - Recd Payment 


Fayetteville Arks March 27, 1841 

7 Sir Agreeable to previous understanding made with you I hereby 
pledge myself, as a gentleman, that I will not transfer or trade, 

bring suit or enywise molest you, John Douglass or James Henry, on two 

notes I hold cgainst you three -- on or before the fifteen day of Oct- 

Ober next. And I also further agree that you may make this instrument 

binding on me, so as to nonsuit me in case suit should be’ brought. 

A, Wallace 
To John F, King, Esaqr 


11 


State of Arkansas __ ) 
County of Washington ) The State of Arkansas to the sheriff or keeper 
of the Jail of Washington eforesaid Greeting 


Whereas Martin Waddle has been brought before me and charged with 
Larceny, and the evidence being sufficient to sustain, you are there- 
fore commanded to receive the said Martin Waddle into the Jail of the 
county aforesaid and him safely keep so that you have hin before 
the Judge of our Washington circuit court at a court to be holden at 
the Court House in the Tow of Fayetteville State end County afore- 
said on the 3d Mondey after the 4th Monday in April next then and 
there to answer a charge of Larceny with having stolen Hiram Wilhite's 
hogs and then and there to remain unless discharged according to law. 

Ro, L. Pleasants J.P. 

Bail is required in the sum of $400.00 

ome (0) A 
Article of Agreement made and concluded upon between Isaac Henry of 
the county of Washington and State of Arkansas of the one part and 
Richard Fielding of the same place of the other part.The said Fielding 
does agree to rent his smith tools to the said Henry till the first of 
December next and the said Henry is to make one hamer & two pair of 
tongs & return all the tools in good order. 
This June the 25th, 1844. 

N.B. The said Henry is to give the said Phelon one Doller per month 
for said tools... - Isaac Henry (Seal) 

Richard Phailan (Seal) 


BREN a8 
(On outside: James Henry to Spencer Fine. Notice.) 
State of Arkansas 
County of Washington 
to Mr. Spencer Fine 

sir 

You are hereby notified that I have on this day obtained from the Pro- 
bate Court of Washington County Letters of Administration on the istate 
of John Brandon deceased. I therefore as such administrator demand of 
you a certain negro boy called Jo of black color and aged about fourteen 
or fifteen years which belonged to the said John Brandon at the time of 
his death but which you received from him the said Brandon in his life- 
time. This 24th day of ALDee Sore 

I am respectfully Yours 
. James Henry 

(Endorsed: George Francisco) Admr of said Istate 


aE EY 9 pee 


James Henry? Account Book 
Page 1 — Small purchases from Jan. 1 to June 24, 1856 
Page 2 — 1858 | 
Lilburn Thomas to 1 load wood 
William E. Smith to 1 load wood 
Lafayette Gregg to 2 loads of wood 
A. Dartor to’3 loads-of wood 2.25 paid 
Robert Graham to 3 loads of wood 2,25 paid 
George Baker to 10 shocks of corn 11.00 paid 
M. Smith to 5 shocks of corn 6.00 paid 
William Marshall to 1 load hay 4.00 paid 
John Ferret to 20 gallons cider 4,00 
Received of Miss Cortright 5 for pork 
Murray Campbell to 2 loads of wood 1.50 paid 
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Dec. 16, 1858 - Recd of James Riggins 16.00 for corn hay 
- Paid for plank James Johnson 5.60 
‘Dec. 18 —- J. Buey to 1 bushel turnips .50 5 chickens .50 
Dec. 19 - Paid John Henry note 100 Dollars 
William Watson to 2 loads wood 1.50 paid 
Dec, 22 — To Henry Rieff 3 loads'wood 2,25 
to Dan Jobe to potatoes 2,25 
to C. Butterfield potatoes 2,20 


Page 3 — 1853 - Typical entries: 
Sold 2 yds of cloth 50 cts 
Sold 12 hens ».1.50 
Sold 8 chickens for 1 dollar 
Sold 4 dozen eggs. 30 cts 
Sold 40 chickens 10 cts a piece j4 
Sold 194 pounds of butter, 10 cts a pound 


Page 4 -— 185@ Received of W.B.Taylor ---- Dollers on a Judgment against 
S. Mayes and \/. Thomas this 2 October 1856 
1857 Received of Jonathan Ping one hundred Dollars and fifteen 
P, F. Price Dr to James Henry $31.37 
John Wolf Dr to Jas. Henry $40.00 


Page 5 — 1856 -Loaned to Isaac Henry fifteen dollars this 15 October 1856 
Loaned Gabriel Fitzjerald one hundred dollars 17 Oct. 1856 
Loaned Caughman &-Graham sixty dollars Nov. 1, 1856 
Loaned Daniel. Wells eight dollars Nov. 6, 1856 
Loaned P, Price twenty dollars Feb. 27, 1857 
Loaned Anthony Cullender 65 dollars April 7, 1857 
Loaned to P.Price one hundred dollars April 28, 1857 


Page 6, 1857 -— Sold McRoy 3 hundred bunches fodder 
Sold Boyls 1 acre of timber 
Sold to Graham 3 hundred bunches fodder 3.00 
Sold to Bell 3 hundred bunches fodder 3,00 


Page 7, 1857 — To one pr Shoes 1 pr Callances 6.15 
Paid Taxes for two years 13.04 
Of Jas VanHoose calico 9 yds 1,12 
Of: Stirman 1 pair shoes and shugar 2.50 
Paid William Quarles and Walker 21.374 
Bought one wagon at ninety dollars 90.00 
Albert Gregg Dr to James Henry $20 
Loaned P.F.Price one hundred & fifty dollars Aug. 15, 1857 
P,F,Price Dr to James Henry: 

Tepare NOS. tele) WATS 

65 pounds cotton....1.624 

three days hauling..3. 00 


Page 9, 1859 - John Buie to 2 loads of wood 1.50 January 17, 1859 
John Buie to 2 loads of wood 1.50 January 20 
John Buie to 1 load of wood 75 January 21 
Henry Rieff to 1 load chips 275 January 21 
William Woods, to Sills, wood 4,25 


1860 - Sold to Darter five hundred pounds hay at 75 cents per hundred 
February 27, 1860 
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Strain Cemete 


The Strain family, which gave this lovely little cemetery south of 
Harris its name, is represented by several generations, including the 
following pioneers: 

William J. Strain (1836-1922) and wife Evaline A. (1836-1929) 
R. M. ‘Strain (1838-1912) and wife Priscilla (1847-1918) 
B. P. Strain (1843-1894) and Mary Strain (1846-1913) 


The cemetery evidently was first put to use just before the Civil 
War. The oldest burial date is 1854, but there are a few illegible 
markers that may be older, There are four sandstone burial vaults, two 
of them small and containing infant burials -- Andy Elisha Honaker and 
William Hurst (1861). The adult vaults, built in the familiar coffin 
shape, contain the dust of the pioneers, Hiram W. Fincher (1800-1863) 
‘ and Harriet Fincher (? -1860). There are other early Finchers in the 
' Strain cemetery, including: 

J. A. Fincher (1841-1926) and wife Susan (1843-191) 
William H. Fincher (1865-1886) 


There are a number of fine old sandstone grave markers, neatly cut 
and deeply engraved. Among these are the Movlden gravestones: 
Smith R. Moulden (1825-1857) 
Mary Moulden (1786-1860) 
Thomas Moulden (1823-1851,) 
ae Jane Moulden (1829-1890) 
. P. Moulden (1850-1912) 


There are many Maguires buried here, including: 
J. G. Maguire (1851-1930) 
Owen C. Maguire (1853-1923) and wife Flora (1870- ?) 
W. A, Maguire (1853-1923) and wife-Rena (1867-1897) . 
James H. Maguire (1861-1943) and wife Matildia (1865-1947) 


Members of the pioneer Wood family who sleep in the Strain cemetery: 
Henry N. Wood (1838-1915) and wife Nancy J. (1846-194) 
Andrew S. Wood (1862-1927) and wife Jennie (1856-1941) 


Among the early birth dates are the following: 
Margaret A. Colclasure (1800-1877) 
M..S. Gregory (1817-1894,) and wife Elizabeth (1822-1890) 
Susan, wife of John Irvin (1818- ?) — with a fine old gravestone 
Sarah, wife of Caleb Karnes (1820-1911) 
Joshua B. Moore (1823-1908) 
Bailum Ezell (1824-1922) 
Susan E, Prather (1825-1897) 
W. G. Mhoon (1840-1919) and wife Martha (1839-191) 
-' + Mary Jane Wagnon (1841-191,) 
' Abner Wilson (1841-1883) 
+ Hosea M. Benbrook (1846-1943) and wife Catherine (184-1936) 
James B. Brewer (1860-1930) and wife Ella M, (1866-1925) 
Jesse E. Baggett (1860-1950) and wife Lou J.. (1870-1937) 
William Thomas McClelland (1860-1943) and wife Ellen (1863-1947) 


Veterans! graves with official markers are those of 
Blsy B. Fry, Co.A, 129th Ohio Inf., Civil War 
Sam Neeley (1887-1941), 85th Co., Trans.Corps, World War I 

Other family names found in the Strain cemetery include: Atha, Black, 
Dyer, Gregg, McCuistion, Mills, Paschal, Reed, Wood, 


A Bit of VanHoose History 


Through the courtesy of Mr. and lirs. William E. Crawford of Banning, 
California, we are able to present below a list of the first members 
of the noted VanHoose family to come to Washington County. Mr. Craw- 
ford's parents —- Wm. Denson Crawford (1865-1952) and Willie Frances 
Marion (1872-1948) -- were married in Fayetteville Oct. 31, 1889. His 
grandparents -- Wim. Henry Francis Marion (1835-1927) and Elizabeth Jane 
VanHoose (1837-1926) -- also were married in Fayetteville, on Nov, 18, 
1861. His great-grandparents —- John VanHoose (1792-1882) and Lydia 
Lewis. (1799-1857) --— died and are buried in Washington County. His 
great-great—grandparents were Zachariah Lewis and Rachel Bracken, 


John: VanHoose, born Dec. 12, 1792, in North Carolina, married 1813 
to Lydia Lewis, born Sept. 22, 1799, in North Carolina;. died Jan. 28, 
1857 in Washington County, Ark. John VanHoose died in Fayetteville, 
Ark,, July 12, 1882. Children of John and Lydia (Lewis) VanHoose were: 


1. Rachel (1816-1906) m.:1) Porter Dickerson; 2) Bob Williams 
2. John Jackson (1819-1904) m, Rachel Mills 

3. Mary (1821-1889) m. Nathaniel Thorpe 

4, Zachariah (1823-1887) m. Mildred R. Barrett 

5. Peter P. (1825-1865) m. Adaline Gregg 

6. George Washington (1827-1829 

7. James Hayden (1830-1900) m. 1) Malinda Bnn McIlroy; 2) Martha 
Skelton 

8, George Washington (CSA) (1832-1909) m. Nancy Rowton 

9, Jacob M, (1835-1915), never married 

10, Elizabeth Jane (1837-1926) m. W. H. F. Marion 

11. Henry B. (CSA) (1840-1868), never married 

12, Lydia (1843-1846) 


The sons of John and Lydia VanHoose who figured prominently in the 
early history of Washington County were Peter P., James H., and George 
W. The family came from Kentucky in 1839. These three brothers attend- 
ed Ozark Institute at Mt.Comfort, where Peter later taught before tak- 
ing up the practice of law, Goodspeed's history says of Peter VanHoose: 
"He was a thorough scholar and a lawyer of high ability but was cut 
off by death in the prime of life," 


George |J. VanHoose was a carpenter by trade. He raised a company for 
the Confederate service and became Captain of Co.D, 17th Arkansas In- 
fantry. He wasa prisoner on Johnson!s Island during the last two years 
of the war. He was prominent in Masonic activities and served several 
terms as Coroner of Washington County. 


James Hayden VanHoose was one of Fayetteville's foremost promoters, 
He was a prolific writer and served as correspondent for several news-— 
papers, including the Arkansas Democrat of Little Rock. He wrote much 
history of Fayetteville's early days. He was a partner of Wm,.McIlroy 
in the latter's mercantile business after the war. He served two 
terms in the 1880's as Mayor of Fayetteville. He was perhaps the cou- 
ty's foremost Mason. He was three times (1865, 1879, 1882) named Mast— 
er of Washington Lodge No.1; three times (1867,1879, 1888) High Priest 
of the Chapter; and in 1877 Commander of the Knights Templar. 
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Some of the Progeny of William Stirman surnamed "Stirman" 
| by Rowena McCord Gallaway 


William Stirman was born in Bedford County, Virginia, Nov. 29, 1783. 
His-wife, Sarah Willis Stirman, was a native of Mercer County, Ken- 
tucky; her natal date, Sept. 23, 1788. This couple were married Nov. 
17, 1807, near Harrodsburg, Kentucky. 


"In the fall season of the year 1833 Father (Williem Stirman) moved 
his family from Kentucky, settling them near Cane Hill in Washington 
County, Arkansas. Here his labors in the ministry were continued with 
William Stephenson, Jacob (?) Strickland, and others as associates. 
Early inthe year 1845 he moved his family to Texas, then a Republic, 
and settled them south of Bonham at the head of Bullard's Creek in 
Fannin County." *(1) A year later, in the month of Herch 1846, Mr. 
Stirman settled on the North Sulphur in Lamar County, Texas. (Note the 
pioneer custom of taking up residence near a stream.) He died there 
Aug. 13, 1849, and was buried in the Campbell burying ground:*4 miles 
west of Paris, A modest tombstone marks his last. resting-place. 


"Qf ‘solid Presbyterian parentage" ,young William Stirman vas: ordained 
a minister of the Presbyterian denomination. Later, his‘views on 


- Christian baptism having changed, he connected himself with the Primi- 


tive Baptists. Then he went to Kentucky, where he met and made the 
acquaintance of John ("Reason") Smith, John T. Johnson and Jacob 
Greath. His religious convictions underwent further change and he be- 
came a member of the Disciples! Church. William Stirman used to preach 
in Fayetteville before J. T. Johnson (a brother of Vice-President R.M. 
Johnson) organized the Christian Church there in the year 1848, 


Rev, William Stirman and his wife Sarah Willis Stirman were the par- 
ents of twelve children: sevea sons and five daughters, These are 
listed in the following paragraph copied from an VAG oe BY OPE ere ay 
belonging to V. I. Stirman ; 

"Children of William Stirman Sr, 

Juliza.M. Stirman, Oct. 12, 1808 - Mar. 175 1870 

Mary W. Stirman, Sept. 17, "1810 *(2) 

Ricena Ann Stirman, July 31, 1812 

James. H. Stirman, May 9, 181, *(3) 

‘Alfred A. Stirman, Feb.20, 1816 — Sept.20, “18hh 

Emarine I. Stirman, Dec, 2. 1817. - Aug. x. 1834 

William W. -Stirman, Oct. 26, ,1819 - Aug. 3; 18149 *() 

Thomas E, Stirman, Apr. 5, "1821 

Joseph Mason (Mase) Stirman, Mar. 4, 1823 

Winfield (Win) B. Stirman, June 1, 1825 

Sarah G. Stirman, Dec. 24, 1827.- “June 2, 1861 

Valentine Irvin Stirman, Apr.27, 1830 —Jan.29, 1919 
-- All these lived to be of mature age and during the life of Father 
and Mother all the twelve embraced the Christian faith, All had mar- 
ried that ever married." 


*(1) - V.I.Stirman: "A Brief History of the Life and Labors of William 
Stirman and Sons." Ms., Ennis, Texas, 1892, p.l. | 

*(2) - Mrs. Mary Stirman Pollard died Nov. 25, 1886. 

*(3) - Not the same as James H. Stirman, ante-bellum Fayetteville 
merchant. . 

*(4,) - Probably confused with date of Rev. William Stirman's death. 
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Thomas J. Pollard and Mary W., Stirman were married Apr. 14, 1830. 
__They lived in Fayetteville, Ark. 

+ John W. Bucher and Ricena Ann Stirman were married Sept. 1, 1830, 
They lived near Clarksville, Texas. | 


Following the death of William Stirman, Sr., his heirs sold his 
property in Fayetteville: "The west half of Lot.No. 8 in Block No, 14", 
and more land — "in all 1) lots" to T .J.Pollard for $500. This trans-— 
action is showm on pages 428 and 429 of Washington County Deed Book G, 
(According to P.R.Smith, clerk and ex-officio recorder, "The foregoing 
deed was filed on the lst of August with this comment, 'the West half 
of 18513") 


This. deed was witnessed July 27, 1850, by the widow, Sarah Stirman; 
James H, Stirman; W. B. Stirman; V. I. Stirman; Sarah G. Stirman Skid- 
more; her husband, D. A. Skidmore; lm. W. Stirman; Joseph M. Stirman; 
Receina Anna Stirman Clark and her (second) husband, George Clarke: 
Thomas E. Stirman, At that time Mrs. Stirman, her daughter Sarah G, 
‘Skidmore, and her sons James H., W.B., and V.I.Stirman, were, living-in 
Lamar County, Texas, Her daughter. Recina Ann Clark resided)in Hender- 
son County, Texas, and her son Thomas-E, lived in Crawford: County, Ark, 


The property sold by these heirs included a tract which Rev. Willian 
Stirman had acquired from Alfred and Martha C. Wallace. On lots 1 and 
2, located at the corner of North East and East Spring streets, Doctor 
Pollard built a home, This in time passed to-his son W. T. Pollard, 
Today (1957) the Bell Telephone Company building stands on the site of 
that. old Pollard home, which was surrounded by huge elms. 


Mrs. Pollard and her brother Alfred Stirman are, so far’ as we have 
learned, the only ones of the children of Rev. William Stirman who re- 
mained in Washington County when their father migrated to’ Texas. Among 
her descendants reared in Fayetteville are Stirman Pollard of Kansas 
City and Mary Pollard Latham (Mrs.T.B.) of McAlester, Oklahoma, Mary 
Willis ,Stirmen Pollard has been pictured to posterity as a very remark— 
able person, a woman of strong convictions and high courage, an estim-— 
able Southern lady, This pioneer matriarch was a fitting helpmeet to 
that pioneer physician, Dr. Thomas Jefferson Pollard, . 


Mrs. Pollard's two brothers, Winfield B, and Valentine I. Stirman, 
were living in Texas as late, we know, as 1886, because they were men- 
tioned that year in her necrology. Both these gentlemen were ministers 
of the "Christian" denomination, Among the present-day descendants of 
Valentine Irvin Stirman is Mack Stirman, who is now minister of the 
Church of Christ at Uvalde, Texas, He is a great-grandson of Rev, 
William Stirman, 


The latter's eldest son, Alfred Addison, married, in Kentucky, the 
beautiful Miss Pauline Fry. It was while this couple were migrating to 
Washington County that their son Erasmus Erving was born -—- under a 
tree close to the Missouri border, A.A?Stirman is listed in the 1840 
census of \Jashington County together with his wife and one male child, 
Alfred Stirman, it appears, settled in the town of Fayetteville, where 
he became "a small merchant" together with James H. Stirman, In 1841 
he was one of the local Masons requesting a charter for Far West Chap- 
ter at Fayetteville. 
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Alfred A. Stirman himself lived only a little more than five years 
after moving to Fayetteville, Two of his children, however, were life- 
time residents of that place and the third lived there for four 
decades. These three, like the descendants of Mrs, Pollard, were prom- 
inent among the religious, social and civic leaders of the town. *(5) 


William Fry Stirman, the second son of Alfred Stirman, is remembered 
as a personable individual, a "gallant gentleman of the old school who 
on occasion could command a good swearing vocabulary, -"We are told 
that as a youth he once served in the Mexican army, where he received 
a foot wound ‘that rather lamed him for life, "Capt. 1/. F. Stirman, 
Provost" is listed in the catalog of.the Arkansas Industrial Univer- 
sity for 1878-79. Interpret the title as you please; our guess is that 
Captain Stirman was the campus police officer. He was "City Harshall", 
according to the county census of 1880. Later he was e commercial 
salesman, 


W. F, Stirman married Miss Della Jernigan of Fayetteville, They had 
no children, Their last residence was a substantial cottage of late 
Victorian type with an attractive lawmm that occupied the site of the 
present Northwest Arkansas Times building. This couple ere buried in » 
Evergreen Cemetery, Fayetteville, where Mr. Stirman's monument, with 
the insignia of the Woodmen of America, bears the brief inscription: 
Myiliiam Fry Stirman, 1841-1924." | 


People still speak of W. F. Stirman-.as "Judge Stirman" from his term 

as police judge. A young Texas relative of his recalls visits to Fay- 
etteville with her mother,the late Mrs. Fanny Quarles Darnall; "While 
there we would see Mr. Ben Davidson, ‘Cousin Will Pollard, Mrs. Duke, 
Mrs. Clancy (these ladies had been schoolmates Brlmetnorie) 
They would come to see us at ine hotel, Cousin Will was very deaf and 
I remarked to Mrs. Clancy that I didn't see how he could preside at. 
trials, being so desf.She said he just figured the accused were guilty 
anyway and went on and fined them; she said that once he fined the 
President of the University for watering his lawn -when there was a 
water shortage and such use was forbidden." Shame on some prexy! 


Rebecca, the youngest of the A. A. Stirman children, being orphaned 
when only a year old, was reared, at least partly, by her aunt, Mrs. 
Pollard. "Becca" Stirman attended "Miss Sawyer's School" in Fayette- 
ville, . Rebecca Stirman married twice: first, Captain James E. Trott, 
who lived only a few years after their marriage; and second, Major 
Benjamin R. Davidson, This lady was an active and devoted member of 
the First Christian Church, Fayetteville,and a founder of the Southern 
lemorial Association of Washington County. Mrs.Davidson!s daughter, 
the. former Hiss Robbie Trott, married Prof.J.T.Stinson, They now live 
in St.Louis and are members ofthe Washington County Historical Society. 
Mrs, Davidson was born in 1843 and- died in 1912. , 


%(5) - E, I. Stirman was Mayor of Fayetteville in 1868 and W. S. 
(Stirman) Pollard in 1895. | . : 


and others. °- 
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Erasmus Irving Stirman 


iiesponsibdility fell upon Erasmus Stirman at an early age, his par- 
ents both having died by the time he was eight. As he grew older, we 
are told, "Ras Stirman helped raise his sister Rebecca and his broth- 
er William Fry"; that is, he helped his aunt Mrs.Pollard in looking 
after them, Rebecca Stirman Davidson, her contemporaries recall, al- 
ways spoke of her oldest brother as "Bras" --— the result of a child's 
effort to say "Brother Ras." 


Came the Jar-between-the-States. E.1.Stirman enlisted in Dr.Samuel 
Bell's company of infantry known as "the Pike Guards". Later this was 
organized with other units into the 3rd Arkansas Infantry. On Oct. 9, 
1861, Stirman was elected 2nd Lieutenant of Co.E, lst Arkansas Confed- 
erate Cavalry, which was headed by W.H. Brooks, (See Campbell's "100 
Years of Fayetteville", 1928, p.45, for the story of their departure 
for war. ) An account ‘of the military career of Erasmus I. Stirman, | 
taken from The Confederate Veteran, appeared in the May 1954 issue of 
FLASHBACK, 


"The Lost .ccount of the Battle of Corinth" *(6) by an unknown auth- 
or contains the following footnote: "Col. Stirman, who now resides in . 
Denver, Colo., in a valued communication to the writer, says: 'In the 
very midst of the fight a splendid bay horse came running into our 
lines, | ‘riderless. I sent him to Gen, Maury's quartermaster that even- 
ing, and the! next day, after storming the works, (I) having my horse 
killed “in the charge, Gen.Maury hearing of: the fact sent me this horse 
in place of mine. This horse I kept and rode through many an engage- 
ment during the war, taking him home. with me to Fayetteville, Ark.,’ 
after the war closed.!" 


An uncle of Colonel Stirman, Valentine I. Stirman of Texas, has left 
interesting recollections of his own army experiences in Arkansas, 
"How welt", wrote he, "do I recall the incidents of the 24th day of 
November, 1864, especially my failure to see my sister, Mrs.Dr.Pollard 
a eat of TENE X 21) whom I had not seen for ten full years of 
time," . 


"When Brooks! regiment went into camp....in south Arkansas, I with 
others,~ took boarding with a refugee farmer from near Fayetteville. 
whose naine was Joseph Lewis. *(7) When we started south from Fayette- 
ville, after a day spent in the falling snow...Ras obtained permission 
and stopped with one company of his regiment at Dover, in Pope County 
(most of whom lived in Pope County there) to spend a fewdays with 
families and friends before moving South." 


*(6) - Edited by Monroe F. Cockrell, 1955. McCowatb-Mercer Press, 
Jackson, Tenn, 


*(7) - Probably the father of the late A. B. Lewis. 
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"Ras was quite well acquainted in Pope, so he sent we and one or two 
more to the home of a well-to-do farmer 2 short ways in the country to 
spend the time, while he and others who desired would take lodging in - 
Dover, There they soon inaugurated a dance party, which wes the de- 
light of Ras. About ‘twenty miles down the river was Clarksville, a 
pretty fair Arkansas town, There there was a scout of Yankee soldiers 
known to but few, but our first Lieutenant happened to be posted, and 
believing that the Confederacy was in its last throes, he managed to. 
give the Yankee squad the conditions, and, to the utter astonishment 
of Ras and his dancers, here they were grabbing the boys right and 
left. Ras,who was always with open eyes, managed to elude the Yankees, 
sent a courier early on the following morning to let me and company 
know, and to lead us to a point where Gen, Emory Rains was collecting 
the scattered boys..several hundred..Raines, being the higher officer, 
took command of same. 


"That day conditions together with excitement of mind furnished me 
with a first class spell...Sick! oh Sick!...As I lay there on my bunk, 
a good-looking girl of stout build approached and inquired as to my 
condition... On hearing that I was Uncle to Colonel Stirman, she in- 
sisted on administering to my wants...'Can't you think of something I 
can do for you?! she asked. 'Only one thing I can think of,'I replied. 
"What is that?! 'Coffee.' 'Then you shall have it', she said, ‘if l 
have to go to Dover and get some for you.' In about three hours she 
returned with a quart of green coffee, Ras' Irish cook. got some of 
that coffee roasted and well prepared for a sick fellow. MI had not 
smelt coffee in Oh, I don't know how long. I thought then, and have 
changed but little, that was the best and richest treat of my life." 


The war ended, Erasmus Stirman began serious preparation for his 
chosen career, having already attended the local Arkensas College. The 
next year when he was going back to Kentucky to be merried, he escort- 
ed a young relative, his cousin's daughter, Fanny Quarles, to Harrods- 
burg, where she entered Daughters' College. Harrodsburg was the birth- 
place of Fanny's grandmother, Mrs.Pollard. 


On May 6, 1871, Robert Graham and wife, then residents of Fayette 
County, Kentucky, "for the sum of five hundred dollars...in hand paid 
by E. I. Stirman, conveyed to Marium G. Stirman, wife of the said E.I. 
Stirman...a part of the land held by...Robert Graham to Arkansas Col- 
lege. *(8) On this historic site the Stirmans erected a beautiful 
large brick residence, which is now the home of Mrs.J.C.Futrall. Six 
years later, March 5, 1881, B.R.Davidson sold to Marium G. Stirman for .. 
190.25 some land "between her lot and the Christian Church." *(9) 
This "old Stirman home" has "a charm and tradition all its own" -- a 
substantial elegance, After moving to Colorado, Colonel Stirman sold 
this residence, Sept.25, 1882, to Mrs, Temperance Van Winkle. *(10) 


(8) - Washington County Deed Book V, De ikSys| 
(9) - Washington County Deed Book H, p. 400 
(10)- Washington County Deed Book J, p.113 
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Colonel Stirman organized a "Centennial Company" in Fayetteville in 
1876 to visit Philadelphia. An undated clipping from a local newspaper 
states: "The company...with 62 names on the roll, composed of some of 
Washington County's best looking young men and quite a number of Uni- 
versity cadets from different parts of the State... The Company will 
drill in this city every Saturday until June, when the regiment (Col. 
T.B.Mills) will go to Little Rock for a few weeks for battalion drill, 
The suits, full dress of green, fatigue of gray, include trimmings, 
etc., will cost about $60 to each man." 


Colonel Ras Stirman's appearance, as described by one of his daugh- 
ters: "My father was a rather small man -— about five feet seven, I 
should say, lithe and active. He had dark brown curly hair, beautiful 
hair, and a red moustache and imperial. He had a fair complexion and 
very bright dark blue eyes." | 


| Col, Erasmus I. Stirman 
‘1 Memorial read before the Denver Bar Association 


The remote ancestors of Col, Erasmus I. Stirman on the father's side 
were Hugenots; the immediate, Virginians. The remote ancestors on the 
mother's side, Hnglish-Welsh; the immediate, Kentuckians. Born April 
16, 1839, Benton County, Arkansas. An orphan at seven. 


Virginia passed the ordinance of secession April 17, 1861; Arkensas 
May 6. Enthusiasm for the storm-cradled Confederacy rapidly spread 
throughout the Southland. 


A company, largely of college students twenty-two years and under, 
was formed at Fayetteville, Arkansas. Young Stirman, then preparing 
for Annapolis, gave up his dreams of distinction under the flag of his 
fathers: and enlisted as a private under the stars-and—bars of the Con- 
federacy. The Confederate forces from Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas and 
Missouri‘were concentrated at Oak Hill, Missouri, Young Stirman's can- 
pany -- the Pike Guards -- named for the poet-lawyer, Gen.Albert Pike, 
was in the brigade commanded by Gen,Sterling Price, a West Pointer, 


The battle of Oak Hill, August 10, 1861 -- Confederates under Gen, 
Ben McCulloch, The Federals commanded by Gen. Lyon. The fighting was 
desperate, the loss heavy. Gen. Lyon fell. very officer and man in 
Stirman's company were killed or wounded,including the captain killed, 


During the retirement of the army to winter quarters, the young sol- 
dier devoted himself with enthusiasm to the study of Hardee's tactics 
and the drill ground. 


April 6, 1862, the battle of Elkhorn Tavern. Gen, VanDorn commanding 
the Confederates, Gen. Schofield the Federals. *(11) Feats of daring, 
desperate fighting,.and heavy loss of life marked the struggle, South-— 
ern dash was resisted by the stubborn bravery of the sons of the North- 
‘ land. Two Southern generals -- McCulloch and NcIntosh -- met death in 
the course of an hour. For gallantry in a cavalry charge, which re- 
sulted in the capture of a battery, the young soldier was promoted, 


*(11) The date should be March 7; the Federal General, S.R.Curtis. 
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The army of Van Dorn was transferred east of the iiississippi, placed 
under Gen. Beauregard and later under Gen. Bragg. 


The handsome, dashing, young cavalryman was rapidly promoted and in 
June 1862, at twenty-three, in a fine army, representing much of the 
best blood of the Southland, he ‘became Colonel of one of its finest 
regiments, In a charge at Corinth, he lost half of his regiment in 
killed and wounded. His color guard, consisting of eight corporals and 
a sergeant, were all killed or wounded except the sergeant. His serv- 
ice during 1863, 1864 and 1865 was again west of the iiississippi. 


He was never absent from his regiment in time of bettle, He partici- 
pated, among other engagements, in the battles of Prairie de Anne, 
Mark's Mill, Poison Spring; was wounded three times at the battle of 
Mark's Mill. He was assigned to many delicate and important military 
duties. No soldier given to the army of the Confederacy by his native 
_ state won more distinction than Col. Stirman. The mention of his name 
in that state among those of his time command s enthusiastic praise for 
his daring and service as 2 soldier... 


The Confederacy fell; membittered he entered the classical depart- 
ment of the University of Kentucky and in 1869 graduated in the law. 
He began practice at Fayetteville, Arkansas. In 1870 he took as his 
bride one of Kentucky's fairest daughters - Miss Marium Gist, a lineal 
descendant of Gen. Gist of Gen. Washington's army, in the Maryland 
line. This accomplished lady, a loving and faithful wife, died in Sep- 
tember 1926. Ten children were- born to them; five survive: (Mary Paul- 
ine) Mrs. Frederick A. Metcalf; (Gertrude) Mrs. B. W. Osborn; Willian 
G, Stirman of Denver; (Helen) Mrs. Gowen Peirce of San Diego, crue 
Miss Marium Gist Stirman of Denver. -*(12) 


In 1874. Col. Stirman was elected County Judge of Washington County, 
Arkansas; in 1875, District Attorney of his judicial district of eight 
counties, one of the most important judicial districts of that state. 


Il) health caused his removal to Colorado in 1879, where since and 
until his death on Jan. 4, 1914, he.practiced, commanding the respect 
of the bench and bar. His services in public life in this state were 
as Mayor of Lake City and representative from Hinsdale County in the 
5th General Assembly. 


Few of his friends in this state of this retiring Southern gentleman 
kasw of his distinguished career as a young soldier. He was justly 
proud of it. We have given it prominence because we think he would 
have had it so, a 


He Was a true man, a loyal friend, a tender and loving husband and 
father, 


*(12) Today,1957, only two of Colonel Stirman's children are living; 
Mrs. Peirce. of Santa Monica, California,and Miss Stirman of Los Angel- 
es. Mrs. Peirce, nee Helen Duke Stirman, is a namesake of the late 
Mrs. Helen G. Duke of Fayetteville. 


22 
(Copy of circular in possession of Mrs. Susan Carnahan Rogers) 
THE AMERICAN S.S.U. ASSISTED THE FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ARKANSAS 


In. 1811, James and Jacob Pyeatte, in company with James and Samuel 
Carnahan, sons of lev. Jno. Carnahan, set out with their families from 
north Alabama and tennessee for the territory of Arkansas.They embarked 
in flat boats, floating down the Tennessee, Ohio and Mississippi riv- 
ers to the mouth of the Arkansas river. Here they remained about one 
year. In 1812 they worked their way up the Arkansas river to Crystal 
Hill, 16 miles above Little Rock. Here in 1812, Rev.Jno. Carnehen 
preached the first Protestant sermon, held the first sacramental serv— 
ice ever-held in the state of Arkansas. 


In 1827 the above named families, together with the Blairs, Billing+ 
sleys.and Buchanans, moved to Cane Hill, Ark. These families were 
bound by ties of relationship and the stronger ties of Christian Fel- 
lowship. .: On the Sabbath when there was no preaching they were accus-— 
tomed to meet at some one of their homes for social enjoyment and the 
study of God's word, ; 


In October 1828, at the residence of James Buchanan on Cane Hill, 
the first. Sabbath School in Arkansas was organized by Rev. Jno,, Cerna- 
han, with 13 scholars. Amongst the first -Nwperintendents was father 
Jas, Orr from New York. Upon his removal from the state, Samuel Carna-. 
han, son of the founder, was made Supt. This office he held for 20 — 
years, missing during all these years only two Sabbaths... The first and 
only literature used in this School in connection with the Bible was 
the question and hymn books furnished by the A.S.S.U. 


Results: 10 churches have gpown 15 ministers of the Gospel 
> Professors in Universities A number of College Professors 
75 School teachers Several journalists 


A great number of statesmen of acknowledged worth and ability. Meny 
lawyers and physicians. While thousands have thereby been brought to 
Christ and added to the church. This School has never been suspended 
only during the late war. This is a remarkable record for one country 
Sunday School. Yet the history of this School repeats itself in many 
instances, But after all that has been accomplished by the different 
churches and societies .in Arkansas, do you know there are today 
358,926 schildren of school age who never attend a Bible School? The 
American Sunday School Union has six missionaries in the State, assist- 
ing the Pastors, BHuperintendents and Sunday School workers in planting 
Bible Schools, gathering in these children where they may be instruct— 
ed in the things of God. ¥ 


The Opinion of a Life Member of the American Sunday School Union 

end Bookkeeper of the Bank of Siloam, W. H. Davey: 

"Fifteen years or more ago I became a life member of the American. 
Sunday School Union by payment of $30 and have contributed smaller 
sums. since as I have been able, considering the Sunday School the 
chief bulwark holding back the flood of wickedness, or perhaps rather 
preparing our children to meet and resist it, and the American Sunday 
School Union is the strongest HNO: in national Sunday School work," 
Contributions may be sent to Chas, Wesley Bune: State feast st ah 

Siloam Springs, Ark, 
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PrairieGrove Memorial Foundation Incorporated 


An important step in the Prairie Grove Battlefield Perk development 
was taken Dec. 7, 1956, with the incorporation of the Battlefield Mem- 
orial Foundation. The trustees who will henceforth manage the Park are 
Judge Maupin Cummings, chairman; Dr. John T. Caldwell, vice-chairman; 
Donald:C* Parks, Dr. Fount Richardson, Mrs. L.E.Maupin, J. R. Kennan, 
Dr. Frank Riggall, Ted R. Worley, Mrs, Alice East, irs, J. C. Parks, 
Vance Randolph and W.J.Lemke. ~ Dr. Fred MeCuistion was named Director 
of Activities. Mrs. Mildred ROTO was named secretary-treasurer, . 


peacoat for the nedveation of the Battle Monument wes held on: Dec. 7 
in the Prairie Grove Methodist Church. Dr. H. E. Buchanan presided. 
Speakers were: Dr. Robert Rv Logan ("The Battle"), irs. J. C. Parks 
("The Park"), Admiral Powell Rhea ("Rhea's Mill"), Dr.Calvin Bain ("The 
Monument"), Dr. Fred McCuistion and Prof. John Williams ( "Plans for 
the Park"), Mrs. L..E. Maupin, on behalf of the U.D.C., presented the 
Park deed to the Foundation. Mr. and Hrs. George Mennecke, owners of 
the mill at Rhea, presented the stone chimney, which is now the Battle 
Monument, to the Foundation. Dr. Ted R. Worley of Little Rock, execu- 
tive secretary. of the Arkansas History Commission, spoke on "The Mean- 
‘ing of the Prairie Grove Development to Arkansas." ie 


The Prairie Grove Lions, who adopted Battlefield Park as a club pro- 
ject in 1953, issued a "Financial Report" which was published in the 
> Prairie ve Enterprise Dec. 13, 1956, plants: AEM the report: 


"The Lions Club became actively interested in the Park development 
in the summer of '53 and at that time started a series of work periods 
or work nights as we called them, to clean up and beautify the Park 
area. Since that time a total of 25 work nights have been held. This 
work ~converted into man hours and machinery hours represents a total 
of $960 in donated labor and machinery. In addition, the Lions Club 
also contributed a total of $560 since Aug. 16, 1955, in actual cash 
expenditures. This money: has gone into Dares ae of the Park 
Cet Dae r 


"In the fall of 1955 andl agein in August 1956, on the. approval of the 
local chapter of the UDC, Virgil Couch was hired to remove dead trees 
and trim dead limbs from the Park area. The cost of this work was $259 
and the UDC paid for it through the sale of the logs removed from the 
Park, The UDC has supplemented this contribution with a cash contribu- 
tion of $354, making a grand total of $653. Incidentally, the UDC has 
requested that {$29 of the above amount be made aveilable towards the 
purchase and installation of a plaque reflecting the development of 
the Park up to this date. 


"Oné important project was completed in March of this year when a 
bulldozer was hired to remove stumps and brush. The total cost of this 
work amounted to $577. Also in March of this year an impressive pedes- 
trian'entrance was constructed at the southwest corner of the Park, at 
a cost of $662. Discing, fertilizing and seeding of 4 acres of the 
Park area was completed in May at a cost of $96, 


"The installation of certain utilities, the donation and installa- 
tion of 80 feet of drain pipe and grading and leveling in the Park 
have all been contributed by the City of Prairie Grove at a total cost 
of $776. 


2k 


"The Battlefield Monument represents our most expensive project. The 
-eost of taking down the chimney at Rhea's Mill and rebuilding it at 
the Park amounted to $1,762. 


utr} summary here is a total of contributions from all sources in 
.€ash or its equivalent: 


PERLE AP VER POVE MGNADUOT UDO. «nics cpeee sso vceee ce vieelsc ces es - $ 653.69 
Bena oOmCrrOVe MOMS Ol UDericia cree o1 ce, + 0 o.nis0.s © ays ore oie ses - 1,460.60 
Oth VaEO ase a eVOu GPOVE eters cy cc cisjec cio sitions sic esis eae veces {HSM 
Washington) County HESGOPECAL SOCTECY. ...cssccc ews scnence 500.00 
_ Other sources (business, organizations, individuals).... 2,459.71 
| 5 5849.97 
Total expenditures........ 5 333.38 

_Cash balance....... ~— 516.59 " 


: In explanation of the $500 contribution credited to the Washington 
~ County Historical Society, it should be explained that this is a gen- 
; erous credit for the two mimeographed "News Reports" which our Society 
-issued to help the Battlefield Park project. Our job is to help with 
~/publicity. We were pleased that the ArkansasGazette (Little Rock), the 
Southwest American (Fort Smith) and the Northwest Arkansas Times (Fay- 
etteville) sent staff writers to cover the Monument dedication on Dec. 
“CF And thet the Ozarks Mountaineer, the Arkansas Democrat, and other 
“periodicals gave space to the dedication. The Prairie Grove Enterprise 
(George E. and Essie Wiswell, publishers) has consistently supported 
the Battlefield project and Mr. Wiswell himself is the official photo- 
/grapher of the project. The Arkansas Publicity Commission (Sam Kirby, 
* director) sent < camera man to photograph the Monument and Park. These 
-“ pictures will be used in two folders which the Memorial Foundation 
--plans to publish soon, 


The next step in the Prairie Grove Battlefield project is the erec- 
*-tion of the century-old buildings that are to serve as a Folk Museum 


~ and the completion of the Battle Museum, It is hoped to have’ the 


Folk Museum (a pioneer village) ready for ded=cation by mid-summer, 
It is planned to have the Battle Museum open for visitors by Dec. 7, 
“-1957 -= the 95th anniversary of the battle of Prairie Grove. 


National Mention 

The Washington County Historical Society received nation-wide publi- 
-city in December when History News, Chapel Hill, N.C., published the 
Sontouing: Unique Souvenir 

; In Fayetteville, Ark., the Washington County 
Historical Society recently gave a birthday party 
honoring the three Carnahan sisters of the commun- 
ity. They were 95, 93, and 89 years of age and are 
the daughters of Confederaté Captain J.P.Carnahan 
who taught in old Cane Hill College which flour- 
ished in-the county from 1835 to 1890. The sisters 
were honored for "their pioneer ancestry, their 
youthful old age, and their memories". A printed 
souvenir card distributed on the occasion has a 
stamp cancelled with the Cane Hill postmark and 
the seal of old Cane Hill College, The seal was 
embossed with the original 100-year-old die, 
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University Events at the Turn of the Century 


Miss Mamie Phillips of Fayetteville has presented to the Washington. 
County Historical Society a collection of programs of town and campus 
events around the turn of the century. Programs of musical events were 
published in the last issue of FLASHBACK. . We are now publishing some 
of the programs of University events of that period.  — 


June 14, 1898, 2:30 p.m. Field Day Exercises | 

Pole vault, broad jump, high jump, 100 yard dash, shot put, hammer 
throw, hurdle race, throwing baseball, eee kick, “pote to race, three- 
legged race. Competitors: 


A. J. Gladson J. Rk. Bates 
A. F. Wolfe — P. D. Burton 
A. V. Smith J. C.. Wilmot 
W. A, Freeman L. F. Owens 
C. Sellers L. L. Newman 


G. F. Towler 


April 8, 1898, Garland Literary Society, University Chepel. 
Oration, W. O. Wilson; Essay, B.-F. Davis; Recitation, J. E. Johns- 
ton Jr.; Reporters, P. T. Staggs and J. M. Shaw. 


June 11 to 15, 1899, Commencement, University Chapel and Campus. 
Sunday - Baccalaureate Sermon, Rev.A.B.Miller, Little Rock 
Monday - 3 p.m., Sham Battle, Military Department 

$ p. me, Exercises of Garland Literary Society 
Tuesday —- 1 p.m,, Competitive Drill, Miliary Department 

8 p.m., Exercises of Mathesian Literary Society 
Wednesday -— 2 p.m., Exhibition of Engineering epee aepe 

S ip-Mas Concert, Department of Music 
Thursday, 10 a.m., Commencement Exercises; Address: by Hon. We 1de 

Vandeventer, Morrilton, Ark, 7 

Members of Graduating Class: — ams | 
A, W. Bevers_. | C...#.. Sanders 


C. R. Fillmore B. E. Turner 
Rie Wis Hele: | C. Weems 
Bacb. harbye ae Winona Wiley 
Daisy Patterson . G. B. Wood 


June 13, 1899, Mathesian Literary Society of WEBBER of Arkansas. 
Welcome address - Miss Nancy Askew 
Music by Prof. and Mrs. Busch 
Orations for the Gregg Medal: 
"The South - Her Part in the History of the American Repub- 
Lic"; iWd>s.W. Baxter 
"The United States and Internationalism", G. C. Abernathy 
Declamations for the Droke Medal: ic act 
A Scrap of College Lore - Miss Mamie Hamilton 
Cataline and Aurelia ~ Miss Pearl Wiley 
Mask and Domino - Miss Daisie Patterson 
Industrial Freedom -— E. C. Knott 
Farce, "A Letter of Introduction" - Misses Winone Wiley, Daisie 
Patterson, Ruth Dickinson, Ji.L.Horner, D.W.Taylor, W.HHat- 
‘tenbury. 
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Dec, 22, 1898 —- Banquet at Buchanan Hall,*® given under auspices of the 
students of Buchanan Hall, Arkansas Industrial University 

George Towler, toastmaster 

Dr.E. Bynum - "The Bachelors! Club" 

G. W. Eld — "Buchanan Hall" 

Prof. B. J. Dunn — "The College Boy" 

J. B. Burton — "That Girl of Mine" 

Dr, Junius Jordan - "To Be or Not To Be" 

G. C. Abernathy - "Our Friends” 

Prof, E. F, Shannon - "Optit Loquamur" 

Prof. G. W. Cole — "Woman's Nature" 


1903 - Booklet of Conservatory of Music and Arts, University of Arkansas 
Paul Schmolck, director — Piano 
Miss Gertrude Crawford - Voice culture 
lass Clara Shrader -— Violin, mandolin, guitar 
Frank Barr -— Band instruments 
lirs. Martha H. White - Elocution 
iiiss Ammee Leverett —- Art 
Elocution includes Teachers and Public Readers courses, bodily ex- 
pression or gesture, voice culture, dramatic interpretation. 
Art courses include pyrography, wood carving, china painting. 


The printed programs of 50 to 60 years ago were financed by adver-— 
tising of local merchants, For example, the 4—page printed program of 
the Competitive Drill, Commencement 1900, shows advertisements of the 
following: 


Watton, the Photographer Vaughan's Livery Stable 
Dr.S.D.Luther, dentist McAdams & Clark, drugs 

Crew Bros. Drug Co, Geo,Sutton, saddles and harness 
T.J.Martin, 5 and 10 Dr.A.I.Moore, eye, ear, nose, throat 
Shultz & Son, steam laundry ' B. H. Stone, dry goods 

Mort Milburn, tailoring W.E.Nix, cold drinks & delicacies 
W. G. Massie, furniture McIlroy Dry Goods Co. 

Baum & Bros, E. B. Harrison, hardware > 

Kellts Livery Stable C.C.Conner & Co., groceries 
Dr.Chas,Richardson, dentist E.Z.Davies, saddles and harness 
O.K, Barber Shop Bean & McMillan, dry goods 

Big Racket Store Bozarth's Furniture Store 

Will Prince, confectionery Cox & Bros., groceries 

Geo, H. Askew, grocery Baker Dry Goods Co, 


Advertisers in the programs and other University publications of 
1909 include the following: 
Fayetteville Commercial College Citizens Bank, Dickson St. 


A.C.McAdams, 2 Drug stores Conner-Fulbright Grocer Co, 

Frisco Drug Store,J.C.Williams Washington Hotel, Louis Dubs, Prop, 
J. L. Duke Jewelry Co, A, Land the Tailor, W.Dickson St, 
McIlroy Banking Co, Review Printing Co., N.Block St, 
Dever Pros,, furniture Crescent College, Eureka Springs 
Lake-Frost Hardware Co. Parks, Wright & Co., haberdashers 
Grabill's Studio, photographs McCormick & McConnell, meats 

Dr. Chas, Richardson, dentist First National Bank 

Dr, Jas.R.Southworth, dentist Price Clothing Co, 

Arkansas National Bank Nesbit-McMillan Furniture Co. 


J. A. McGuire, grocer, E.Center St. 
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June 20, 1900, Mathetian Literary Society 


June 


Welcome address — W. D. Grady 

University Quartette (Hornor, Watkins, Curry, Henderson) 

Reading — Miss Mamie Hamilton 

Duet -— Misses Moss and Foreman 

Reading - Miss Hettie Dunaway 

Recitation -— Lytton Reagan 

Droke Declamation Contest: R. B. Barton, H. #. Buchanan,. 
A. W. Wasson, G. V. Prall 


19, 1900, Competitive Drill 
Judges — Major Greenfield, Quarles, Lt.Byroade 
Individual drill; Company drill; Dress Parade 


| : Co.A 
Captain, Frank Horsfall ist Lt., A. J. Vaughan 
2d it., W. D. Gray Ist Sgt., V. H. Cochraine 
2d Sgt., Carl Gnith 3rd Sgt., H. S. Brow 
Ath Sgt., G. V. Prall 5th Sgt., C. L. Saddler 


Corporals: C.L.Pratt, Roy Lesley, 
Abner McGehee, R.J.Middleton 


Co.C 
Captain, George Towler 1st Lt., R.E.Philbeck 
2nd Lt., J. T. Collier lst Sgt., L.L.Newman 
2nd Sgt., H.H.Wilson 3rd Sgt., R. Alden 
Ath Sgt., J. A. Bostic 5th Sgt., G.Stubblefield 


Corporals: I. Gibson, O. D. Briggs, 
W. Jackson, J.C.Blaylock 


Co.F 
Captain, G.C.Abernathy lst Lt., G. W. Eld 
2d Lt., W. A. Beakly Ist Sgt., Calvin Sellers 
2d Sgt., N. Wilkinson 3d Sgt., J.W. Baxter 
Ath Sgt., J.F.Gowan 5th Sgt., W. A. Freeman 


Corporals: S. Wood, W. G. Hight, 
R. Warrener, W. B. Langford 


| Co. 
Captain, R. L. Saxon ist Lt., A. Vincenheller 
2d Lt., W.A. Treadway ist Sgt., F. S.. Brown 
2nd 5gt.,C. McRae 3rd Sgt., H. E. Buchanan 
Lth Sgt., B. F. Davis 5th Sgt., J. D. icConnell 


Corporals: R. M. Adams, D- C. Mooring, 
J. P. McKean, J. Chapman 


Co.D 
Captain, D. Taylor Ist Lt., E. D. Means 
end Lt., BE. R. Berry ist Sgt., A. W. Wasson 
__2nd Sgt., G.D.Henderson 3rd Sgt., C. H. Triplett 
Ath Sgt.,R. B. Benton — 5th Sgt., T. C. Treadway 


' Corporals: B. P. Ware, N. D. Kimbrough, 
S. A. Mitchell, R. D. Bell 


Our Society solicits other donations of old records, photographs, 
and the like. Anything pertaining to Washington County is desired and 
will be indexed and filed in the Society's collection. 
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A Prophetic Vision of Prairie Grove 


(From the unpublished papers of James P. Neal, 
who called this article "An Incident of 1839.") 


The following incident in the life of Henry Clay is given as illus- 
trating his prophetic vision and the expanded views entertained of his 
country's grandeur and prosperity. 


At an early day, Clay in company with other western members of Con- 
gress, were crossing the Alleghany Mountains on their way home. The 
stage stopped at a place that offered an extended view of the forest-— 
clad, fertile, -and almost unbroken valleys. Clay separated himself 
from companions and stood learning upon a projecting rock, apparently 
lost in reverie, when one of his companions approached saying: "What 
are you listening to, Mr. Clay?" "TJ am listening to the murmur of 
voices and the noise of human industry, that one day will rise from 
these now silent valleys." i. 


The above incident recalls one -of similar import that occurred in 
the Prairie Grove Valley in 1839 at Andrew Crawford's house-raising on 
the east side of Cane Hill, which projects on the southwestern border 
of this valley. 


When the men, engaged -in raising the Crawford cabin _ on which is now 
known as the Nail place, stopped work for dinner, William Blair (who 
became famous as the man who discoyered gold in Capt. Sutter's mll— 
race which led to the great discovery of precious metals on the Paci- 
fic coast) was observed by Andrew Buchanan, leaning against the trunk 
of a tree, in thoughtful contemplation of the valley, clothed in its 
native verdure, presenting the appearance of a broad meadow lying be- 
tween the bordering ranges of hills through which meandered a clear 
rippling stream. Approaching Blair, who seemed oblivious to his sur- 
roundings, Mr. Buchanan said: "Billy, what are you listening at?" to 
which he replied:"I see the fields of golden grain, the orchard boughs 
drooping with their ripening fruit, the wreathing smoke from happy 
homes, and all the pageantry of busy life, and hear the children's 
happy voices, the plow-boy's merry whistle, the maiden's gladdening 
song, and the hum of varied industries that at no distant day will 
rise from this valley." 


Blair's fantasy of.more than a half century ago is rapidly crystal- 
lizing into a reality. - Grain fields have taken the place of the wild 
meadows; farm houses dot the valleys; and the hum of varied industries 
is borne on every summer breeze. 


New Booklet on the Battle of Pea Ridge ° 

A new brochure on "The Battle of Pea Ridge or Elkhorn Tavern" has 
just been published by Mrs. Claire N. Moody of Little Rock, The attrac- 
tively printed booklet .contains a map and description of the battle, 
pictures of Confederate and Union officers, a foreword by: Neill Bohl- 
inger of the Arkansas Battlefields Commission, and a letter written by 
a participant in the battle and published in the Washington, Ark, 
Telegraph. The booklet sells for $1 and may be obtained from Mrs,Moody 
at 908 Palm St., Little Rock, Ark, 


29 


From the Mail Bag 


Miss Mery Cox, Box 696, Sanderson, Tex., sceks information sbout her 
grendfather, Coleman Cox, and her poe akan cs hea Coleman Foster 
Cox.- She says her grandfather bought a farm near Evensville ebout 1854. 
Also, that Coleman Cox had four sons who were preachers -- Anderson, 
Burwell, Andrew and Samuel. | 
: SM RGHO Sree ys: 

Eerle H. West, 2905 Wingate Ave., Nashville 11, Tenn., is working on 

2 biography of Barnas Sears, who was General Agent for the Peabody 
Eanaeon Fund from 1867 to 1880, © Among the men connected with the 
_fumd in Arkansas was James L. Denton, who is said to be buried in 
Goshen, Washington County. Mr.West would like to know of eny meterials 
_ pertaining to Denton, Sears or the Peabody Education Fund. 

ee WCHS .. 

Mrs. Hersey Montgomery, R. #3, Duncan, Okla., seeks information 
about her grandfether Williams, who enlisted at Bellefonte, Ark., May 
4, 1864, and served in Co. D, 2d Regt., Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, 
USA. She says: "If I could find a Williams having sons nemed Wiley and 
Theophilus (there may have been other children), then I would know he 
was ny ancestor," 

7 »- WCHS .. | 

Bree William Woodsmall, 513 Water St., North Little Rock, is doing 
research on her Cernahan—Crawford ancestors. Her grandmother was Mary 
--Ann Carnahan Crawford. Her father end family moved to Little Rock in 
1900 and her father died in 1912. _ She writes: "All the history I had 
wes of the verbal nature and I did not dream that there wes so much 
written material about the early settlers of Washington earn t 

| «» WCHS . 
_ Mrs. W. H. Manning, 822 Fairmont St., “Imarillo, Tex., is seeking in- 
formation about her great-grandmother, Harriet Angeline Ridge, who was 
born Jan. 24, 1836, and married to Ellis Milton Gardner in 1853. Mrs. 
Manning says: "Harriet Angeline's youngest daughter, Marthe Gardner of 
California, wrote me just before her death that her father, Ellis 
iffilton Gardner, made the trip to Arkansas and marricd her mother Oct. 
13, 1853. She said her mother was.rhised in Arkansas. She said they 
returned to Texas by covered’ wagon, Their first child was Solomon La- 
fayette Gardner, born Jan. 22, 1855. They had nine children, with one 
nemed Sinah Ann and one Sarah Elizabeth. Because of these names and 
both families being in Arkansas, I’ thought there might be e connection 
to your John Ridge," 
. ~» WCHS .. | 

Walter F. Lackey of Low Gap, Ark., writes: "An old friend of mine 
gave me a.copy of "Rosetta: A Poem of the Southern Rebellion.! The 
author of this book of poems was Charles W. Brickell end the book was 
published. by the.Southern Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, Tenn. 
in 1882..The book was dedicated to Miss Sallie Harris of Fayetteville. 

What do you know of this'man Brickell or of Miss Harris?" 

-»_WCHS .. ) 

Elbert M. Chandler, 301 Security Bldg., Olympiz, Wesh., writes: "I 
have learned froma census bpken by the Sheriff of Washington County in 
1829 that there was a head offamily in Prairie Township by the name 
- of Davis Chandler. He was my great-grandfather end left Arkensas for 
Texas in 1836. My grandfather, Lewis Chandler, was born in Arkansas in 
1824, and I presume, without any proof, that he was born in Prairie 
Township. Do you have any information that would confirm this? I am 
trying to get some authentic information about my ancestors for the 
benefit of my children and grandchildren," 
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Dr. Marion ... Boggs, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church in 
Little Rock,.wrote us: "I thank you for your assistance in the matter 
of the early beginnings of the Cumberland Presbyterians in Arkensas, 
The two booklets issued by the Washington County Historical Socicty 
contained the exact information that I desired. for a paper on "The 
Thrill of Presbyterian Beginnings in Arkansas" in connection with the. 
250th anniversary of organized Presbyterianism in America, I was also 
greatly interested in the journey of the Washington County Historical 
Society to Avoca, visiting the three Carnahan sisters in celebrating 
the old Cane Hill school days." 

SMG e7 | 

John R. Rose of Springdale wrote: "In FLASHBACK there was mention of 
the Henry family and of Marshall Henry. MI have a bit of information 
that might be of interest. Louisa Henry, born Oct..8, 1842, and P. T. 
(Taylor) Rose were married Aug. 8, 1865. They had no children, Louisa 
Henry Ovens? I think, a sister “of Marshall Henry. She died May 4, 
1879.:° P.T.Rose was discharged from the Federal army Aug. 25, 1865 at 
Fayetteville. P. T. Rose was married Sept. 1, 1880, to Roxanna Henry 
Vaughan, Roxanna was the daughter of James Henry. P.T.Rose was my 
father." 

~- WCHS .. 7 

Mrs, Margaret Troutman of Evansville, Indiana, wrote: "Some of the 
women of southern Indiana would like to start a historical society and 
thought: you might help us. Several of us have read the Washington 
County Historical Society's FLASHBACK and have found it interesting. 
We think it is better than our state historical publication, as it 
deals with the pioneers and their lives; Will you please tell us what 
we must do to form a historical society." 

So NGHO! te 7 

Mrs. Lucile Morris Upton of the Springfield, Mo., Newspapers, wrote: 
"FLASHBACK is certainly a fine example of what a historical publica- 
tion should be, It is much the best county society publication I ver 
saw, I was also delighted with the Walker Family Letters. I am par- 
ticularly interested in the references to Wilson's Creek. The.letters 
recreate the mood of the times, I am thrilled with them," 

e» WCHS .. 

Mrs. Jasper EH. Smith, 507 S. Smith St., Vinita, Okla., is intersted 
in learning more about her Washington County ancestors, the Ruther— 
fords and the Morrisons, She writes: 

"My great-grandfather, Calvin EK. Rutherford, lived somewhere between 
West Fork and Prairie Grove. He went to Texas about the time of the 
“Civil War and was buried there. The will of his brother, Bayless E. 
’Rutherford, is recorded in the courthouse at Fayetteville. Old-timers 
“around Prairie Grove said that the father of all the Rutherfords was 
'Old Jackt Rutherford, who could have been - the John Rutherford men-— 
tioned in the November issue of FLASHBACK. 

"The name Morrison is also of our family. My father, William Henry 
_ Morrison, was born in Prairie Grove in 1862. His father, Oliver Morri- 
_ son, fought in the battle of Prairie Grove and his brother. Henry was 
! killed at that time. Joseph Morrison was Oliver's father and i 
southeast of Prairie Grove. His first wife was a Billingsley. We hav 


“been unable to learn her given name or where she is buried. She Ca 


~ 1857 or 1858. We did find the grave of Joseph and his second wife, 


“Phoebe Brotherton, southeast of Prairie Grove. Do you have any records 


‘showing enything more about his first family?" 


31 
Stevenson—Reed-Steele-West 


Mrs. Nell Steele Garner of R. #1, VanBuren, Ark., invited us down to 
the Stevenson-West reunion in September but we were unable to make it. 
However, Mrs. Hugh Park of VanBuren and Mrs.L.E.Alexander of Tahlequah 
and Misses Clara and Mary Alexander of Fayetteville attended the rem-— 
ion and compared notes on Stevenson-Reed ancestors, lirs.Garner wrote: 

"Mrs. Alexander brought an old FLASHBACK that contained a partial 
list of burials in the cemetery near Maysville in Benton County. I no- 
ticed a Jane Reed (1780-1851). buried there. I wonder if this could be 
Jane Wilson Stevenson Reed? We know that George WwW. Reed was not buried 
in Washington County. 7 

"T know she lived with her son, James Graham Stevenon II,but I have 
never believed that she came down here with him, Her son Sam stayed in 
Washington County. A Sam-Stevenson was killed in 1862 in the war and I 
wonder if he was a son of Sam Stevenson, brother of Rev. W.W.Stévenson 
and of ‘our! James G. Stevenson as we refer to him, Sam Ii had a daugh— 
ter Carmelia who married a Mr.Barnes. 

"Ruie Ann Park had a copy made of our picture of James Graham Stev- 
enson II and also of Rev.W.W.Stevenson of Little Rock. We will include 
these in our Stevenson booklet when we-have it printed, as well as_.. 
pictures of my grandfather Sam and his brother, John Stevenson, The ._ 
Van Buren Press—Argus is planning a.centennial edition for 1958 and 
will include much family data. ; 

"T see that an old West house is to be moved to PrairieGrove battle—:: 
field park. I am: wondering if this was the home of any of my West an- 
cestors,. John West came TONY Beatrice County in oo. " aL 


The Oveiann Mail 


F. P. Rose of Rogers, Ark., writes: "Some months ago there was an 
article in the Springfield paper saying that the chairman of the Over-— 
land Mail Centennial celebration for Oklahoma in 1957 had been in 
Springfield discussing the celebration through Missouri. The editor of. 
the Missouri News magazine, in asking,me.to. contribute an article on 
the Butterfield Mail to his magazine, refers to. the Centennial as tak- . 
ing place in 1957. I think the national chairman of the Centennial.; 
(Dr. H. Bailey Carroll of Austin, Tex.) should issue a statement clear-— 
ing up this confusion in dates. I don't see how the Centennial cele- 
bration can be held any time but 1958 -- the 100th anniversary of the 
Butterfield Overland Mail." erate 


In answer to Mr. Rose —- It seems that Oklahoma and California are 
planning to "jump the gun" on the observance of the Overland Mail Cen- 
tennial -- Oklahoma by tieing the Overland Mail in with that state's 
semi-centennial and @Galifornia by celebrating the centennial of an 
earlier stage line ‘which later became a part of the Butterfield route, 
As far as Arkansas is concerned, the Qverland Mail Centennial will be 
celebrated in September 1958 -— the 100th’ anniversary of the first run 
of the Butterfield stages from .Tipton, Mo., and Memphis, Bos ob) rte; 
Fort Smith, Ark., and on to San Francisco. Seat we 


, , ‘Please Pay Your Dues — ee a 

If you have not sent in your 1957 dues ($3), please do so at once. 
We will print only enough copies of the next issue of FLASHBACK .as are 
needed to supply our members, Mail your Saece POHEY, - to Tom Feathers, 


secretary WCHS, Fayetteville, Ark, 


More Walker Information 


Miss Evelyn Cockrell. of Thomasville, Ga., wrote in November to give 
us some information about the relatives of Judge David Walker who set- 
tled in Georgia and Florida. . She wrote: 


ny have always been sorry I did not get to Fayetteville when I spent 
sucha. happy month years ago with my friends, the Gracies, in Little 
Rock,. 

"The picture I have of Cousin Volney Walker could be used at any 
time. as a picture of Cousin George Wythe Walker of Tallahassee, Fla, 
Cousin Sue said her family all thought that her brother Vol looked 
very: much like my graridfather, David Shelby Walker. 


"Florida is filled with Walker descendants, for Grandfather brought _ 
his three nephews there -— Humphrey Gwynn, David Walker Gwynn and Wel- 
ter. Gwynn. All these have children to the fourth and fifth generation 
there now. I have letters written by each nephews before he left Ken- 
tucky,. written in 1843, 1844 and 1845. They were the children of Fran- 
ces Throckmorton Walker Gwynn ( born 1796 ) was the oldest child of | 
David Walker and Mary (Polly)Barbour and Granddaughter of George | 
Walker and Mary Meade. 


"There have been many things written about David Shelby Walker, You 
will find three portraits of him in Tallahassee —— one in the Capitol 
(he was Governor of Florida 1866-68), one in the Supreme Court build- 
ing (he was Justice), one in the David Shelby Walker Memorial Library. 


"You said you were unable to contact the Missouri Walkers. David 
Shelby Walker and James Volney Walker had a brother, Jacob Wythe, who 
married a Miss Hogan of Missouri. Two of their daughters from Missouri, 
Tennessee Walker and Sue H. Walker (named for Cousin Vol's grandmother), 
moved to Fayetteville.The granddaughter Florence lived in Fayetteville © 
during Cousin Sue's lifétime., She is Florence Goodrich Gaso/ (fennes— 
see Walker®, J. liythe>, David4, George?, Jacob®, George), 


"Thanking you for the pleasure I am now getting from your Washington 
County Historical Society book, The. Walker Family Letters", and the 
pleasure I will Bet in years aS come, I am Sincerely, 

. | Evelyn Cockrell," 
=0= 


Miss Cockrell has in her possession the diary (1816-1817) of David 
Walker who married Mary Barbour, He was the great—grandfather of Miss 
Cockrell and of the Fayetteville Walkers ( Sue, Vol, Wythe and Jack). 
She has. loaned the diary to J. Wythe Walker of New York, who will add 
it to the lWWalker family records, The Washington County Historical So-_ 
ciety has-in preparation a booklet, "Judge David Walker; His Life and 
Letters",..which is scheduled for Febriiary publication, It will contain 
Judge Walker's autobiography, Miss Sue Walker's history of the family, 
and Judge Walker's official and semi-official correspondence, This 
book will be followed in April by "The Walker Family Portraits." WCHS 
members who have not secured acopy of "The Walker Family Letters" 
should order the book at once ($3) from the secretary, Tom Feathers, 
Box 225, Fayetteville, Ark, Fewer than 20 copies are still available, 
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Descendants of Pioneers ~ 


The Gisnated By cheas (Mrs. Quaile, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Rogers) whom our 
Society honored on their birthdays in October received many letters 
containing information about pioneer families of Usa ein GOuRL aE 
Wa are publishing excerpts from a few of these letters.. 


| "I -was born 16 March 1872, 1 mile northeast of Farmington, My father, 
; John Phagan Wilson,was born 1832. He and his- ‘brother, Ark, Wilson,were 
--in the first: graduating class of Arkansas (llege, Fayetteville, Prof. 
_- Graham teacher. Mrs, Wilson (wife) was born 14 March 1873 near West- 
ville, Oklaé., a Miss Nancy Wilt. My grandpa, Wm, Ingram jiVilson, lived 
1 mile north of Farmington, and Great-grandpa Samuel Wilson lived 3 
miles west of Farmington. Each came from Hawkins County, Tenn., Wm. in 
1830, Sam 1835. We have a Wilson reunion,” next one in the Park at 
-'Prairie Grove on the last Sunday in August 1957.. You end others are 
invited, -- Mr. and Mrs. Claude Wilson, Chelsea, Okla." 


"J was born near Cane Hill. My parents were John P. Bennett and Iney 
(Collier) Bennett. Mother had seven brothers -- Mirt, Tayte, Quince, 
Bird, Will, Fin and Mel Collier jin Prairie Grove. All are dead now. 
- John Pearson's wife was father's sister. They lived at Rhea's Mill and 
«had seven boys and two girls, I think some of them attended Cane Hill 
College. Laura, Will, Homer, Clim and John, I am sure, went away to 
college, not too far from home, We left there when I was 12 years old. 
-- ai John R. Rose, ne ihe Ark." zy tes 


| "Hello there! Both of our parents and caenpcanentis ‘used to Live <in 
Arkansas, not far from you. My husband and I were born there... His 
Mother had 13 children; mine had 10 children. 

"My grandpa Alex Coleman was married three times and had 28 children. 
Sure wish I could find someone who could. tell me who Alex Colemanis 
parents were, Alexander Coleman , born July 25, 1824, Pike Co., Ky.3 
came to Arkansas 1855 and ved in Benton, Marion, Washington, Newton 
and Pope counties. Pension # $16389 March 25,°1907. He died at Hazel; 
Seminole Co., Okla., Dec. 15, 1907. I Hee most of ‘the six generations 
descendants, 

"My paternal grandfather, Wiley Williams, born Tipton Co., eerie 
Oct. 16, 1837; died Newton Co., Ark., Sept. 9, 1898. His children: 

1, John, m,-Nancy Tumbleson, 5 children 

Zp Lissie Jane, m, John Burns, 5 children 

3, Jim (J.S.) m. Laurie Coleman (my parents) 

4. Roten, m. Elizabeth Terry, 13 children 

5. Sarah, died unmarried 
6. Margret, m, George Woodwerd, 10 children | 
7. Wiley Jr., still lives at Lamar’, Ark, ‘His first wife ‘was ; 
Sarah or Mary Jen Roten; . 2nd wife, Martha Gelasiarcas) 
Dilldine. 

; Mrs sole.O7sOdle te ha 
1401 East "Dp" st, (GAtiario® California 


ARKANSAS HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 
The Winter 1956 issue of the Arkansas Historical Quarterly contains 
three articles by members of our Society: "The Rector Claim to the Hot 
Springs of Arkansas" by Dr. Walter Lee Brown; "Dr. i/illiam H. Hammond" 
by Dr. F.J.Scully; and "The Paths of Glory——'' by W.J.Lemke, The "News 
and Notes" section contains a brief account of the dedication of the 
Battle Monument at Prairie Grove. 
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Pulaski County Review Features Early Families 


The September 1956 issue of the Pulaski County Historical Review 
published Part II of Margaret Smith Ross's series of articles on the 
pioneer settlers of (Central Arkansas. The second installment of 
"Squatters! Rights" includes the settlers ( prior to 1814 ) of the 
Crystal Hill-Meumelle—Palarm area of Pulaski County. Since a number of 

the earliest families to come to Washington County in 1827 first set- 
~ tled in the Crystal Hill area, this installment of Mrs.Ross's scholar- 
ly work will be of special interest to descendants of the pioneer Car— 
nahan, Pyeatt, King, Kelleam, Billingsley, Casey, Finley, Greathouse, 
and other Washington County families. | 


There are individual accounts of the settlements. made ( and land 
owned) by Rev. John Carnahan, Samuel Carnahan, James Carnahah, John 
' King, Jacob Pyeatt, James Pyeatt, John Pyeatt, and John Billingsley. 
There is also a valuable map showing the approximate location of the 
homesite 6f each family prior to 1814. 


The December 1956 number of the Pulaski County Historical Review 
carried Part III of "Squatters'! Rights",covering the Cadron settlement 
prior to 1814, The site of Cadron, on the Arkansas River, is now in 
Faulkner County but the settlement had been the county seat of both 
Pulaski and Conway counties. 


Among the early families at or near Cadron were the following: 
McFarland, McEimurry, Frazier, Green, Greer, Hughes, Goza, Kuykendall, 
Burris, Easton, Lemons, Newell, Hacker, Kepler, Murphey, Blount. In her 
article, Mrs, Ross gives the location of each family's land -.and what-— 
ever other information she has been able to discover, 


Washington County names show up occasionally, as for example in this 
paragraph: 

"Sarah Hacker was married to James Lemon on July 9, 1815, by John 
Billingsley, but before 1821 she was the wife of Peter Kuykendall, She 
died April 10, 1856. Elizabeth Hacker was born about 1804 and married 
before 1821 to William N. Carlisle, and later moved to Washington 
County. Cnristina Hacker, born Nov, 28, 1800, married Thomas Tennant 
before 1821, and later moved to Washington County, where she died on 
Sept. 28, 1810, Catherine Hacker married James Henry before 1821, and 
Maretta married the Rev, John Cureton on May 22, 1827." 


FLASHBACK readers who would like copies of the Pulaski County His-~ 
torical Review containing the Squatters!' Rights articles can order from 
the secretary -- B,. A. Hardy, c/o Little Rock Junior College, Little 
Rock, Ark, The author of "SQuatters' Rights" -- Margaret Smith Ross —- 
is research assistant in the Arkansas History Commission, Old State 
House, She is an alumna of the University of Arkansas, She has not 
only visited the original settlements at Crystal Hill and Cadron but 
has seen the final resting place of the Pyeatts and Carnahans at Cane 
Hill in Washington County. 


Corn Tassel Our National Emblem? 


The Corn Tassel National Emblem Association of Minneapolis, 
Minn,, is promoting corn as our national emblem and fight-— 
ing attempts to make the rose our national flower, They: 
make out a good case for our native maize, 
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Soldier Who Fought at Prairie Grove 
Cast Deciding Vote Against Impeaching US President 


by Robert R. Logan 


"Mr. Senator Ross, how say you?" And now, on that historic May morn- 
ing in 1868, the verdict had come to hang completely on his vote. 
First falteringly, then loudly, he gave it: "Not guilty." President 
Johnson Was not impeached, * . 


Edmund Gibson Ross was born in Ashland, Ohio, on-December 7, 1826, 
At the age of 10 he was apprenticed to a printer end afterward served 
as a journeyman printer and editor. Although a Democrat, Ross said he 
was "baptized in politics in the old Abolition party of 1844." In 1855 
he became a Republican and with the spirit of a crusader led a colony 
of free-state settlers, heavily armed, to Kansas, driving an ox-—team 
all the way, He then became active against the pro-slavery party. 


In 1862, he enlisted in the llth Kansas Regiment and later recruited 
a company of which he became captain. Captain Ross spent his 36th 
birthday. December 7, 1862, in Arkansas. -The report after the battle 
of Prairie Grove, by Lt, Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Infan- 
try Voluntsers, shows Captain E. G. Ross present at the battle, where 
his regiment was in support of Rabb!s Indiana battery. Said to be a 
brave and dashing soldier, Ross was promoted to major in 1864, and 
served on the Missouri border to the end-of the war. 


In 1866, he was appointed to the United States Senate to succeed 
James H. Lane, who had committed suicide, in part because of criticism 
of his support of President Johnson. Joss, curiously enough, was a 
critic of Lane, In 1867, Ross was re-elected, He entered the Senate as 
an intense radical and an earnest opponent of President Johnson. When 
'. the Senate declared Johnson's removal of Stanton illegal, Ross voted 
for the resoluticn, of, ; 


As his position with respect to the impeachment became uncertain he 
received many communications from his constituents, Ross replied to a 
telegram from Kansas: "T have taken an oath to do impartial justice... 
and trust. I shall have the courage and honesty to vote according to 
the cictates of my judgment and for the highest good.of the country.’ 


After ie vote that piee ated President: Johnson, Ross was subjected 
to extremes of villification and abuse. In 1872 because he objected to 
the protective systom and to the Grant administration, he left the Re- 
publican party. Several times he became an unsuccessful candidate con 
the Democratic ticket. He finally left Kansas and went to Albuquerque- 
While here he wrote a history of the trial of President Johnson with a 
preface by the president of the University of New Mexico, Ross died in 
Albuquergue on May 8, 1907. . | 


* This paragraph is from an advertisement of US Savings Bonds, spon- 
sored by. the Advertising Council and the Magazine Publishers of Amer- 
ica, Other data is from the American Dictionary of Biography, The 
Moonlight report:is from the Rebellion Records No.12, ~-— RRL 
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A True Story from Old Gane Hill 


Jim McCulloch and George Mackie were friends who made the Gold Rush 
together, leeving Cane Hill in March 1850 and heading west. Jim was 
tall, not too thin, and George was shorters, partly because of a peg 
leg that he had worn since a childhood accident. 


While crossing the, desert, George's mule went down, Jim McCulloch 
---went on to the hills, ‘got: water, and carried it back to George and his 
“imule, George told Jim that some day he would pay back the debt. Both 
returned to Arkansas wiser but not gticher. 


| George sided with the Feds in the Civil War and was in the forces 
’ occupying Washington County. The information came through that some 
Confederate soldiers had ‘slipped through and were on furlough at their 
* homes- in Gane Hill, Jim McCulloch was among them, George Mackie asked 
to be sent to bring them. . He slipped into the McCulloch home after 
dark, after sending his companions away from the area, and warned Jim 
McCulloch, He told Jim where he (George) would put his horse so that 
Jim could get away and back to the Confederate lines. It all worked 
out -- Mackie reported his horse stolen and Jim got away. 


-— Fount Richardson 


Mr. Dinwiddie's Easy Chair 


-In a recent issue ofthe Arkansas Gazette, Ernie Deane and Joe Wirges 
have written the story of the electric chair at Tucker Prison Farm, 
used to carry out the sentence of death when imposed by an Arkansas 
court. Ernie and Joe have dug up a "lot of unusual angles", yet one 
incident, perhaps the only humorous one connected with this grim piece 
of furniture, has not been told.: 


The chair was made in the repair shop of the University of Arkansas, 
At the time, this shop, a sprawling one-story frame structure, stood 
just west of the old Engineering Hall, now the south wing of the Busi- 
ness Administration Building, Sateen this building and the present 
heating plant, James Dinwiddie, commonly spoken of as "J.Dinwiddie” 
from his signature, afterward an instructor in the woodworking shops 
and later a Fayetteville architect, built the electric chair according 
to specifications furnished by Dean W.N. Gladson, Mr,.Dinwiddie never 
referred to his chair as anything except an "easy chair". 


In the summer vacation, many students ofthe University were employed 
on the jobs common to a school in summertime, as "student labor" at 
the remunerative wage of 15 cents an hour, Several colored’ laborers, 
one an old hod-carrier, worked out of this shop. Eventually the stud- 
ents inveigled the hod=carrier into the shop and persuaded him.to sit 
in the chair, He was then informed of the true purpose of the chair. 
With eyes wide he left not only the chair but the shop, Not while this 
"easy chair" remained in the shop would my of the colored laborers 
again come inside, 

-—- Robert R. Logan 


FLASHBACK is looking for other historical anecdotes similar 
to the above. Send us any that-you know, We will put them in 
shape for publication, -- WIL 


Society Holds Annual Meeting and Election 


Robert R. Logan is the new president of the Washington County Histor- 
ical Society for 1957. He succeeds Dr, Fount Richardson, who served as 
president for the past two years. Other 1957 officers are: Fred McCuis- 
tion, vice-president; Tom Feathers, secretary-treasurer; and W.J.Lemke, 
editor of publications. These officers were elected at the annual meet- 
ing held in the Mountain Inn, Fayetteville, January 22, 

The meeting opened with the presentation of WashingtonCounty Pioneer 
Certificates -to three descendants of pioneer families: Mrs, Cornelia 
Stuart (Rhea-McIlroy), Mrs, Margaret Bell ( Pittman ), and Robert R. 
Logan (Skelton). President Richardson made the presentations, 

Reports were made by the 1956 officers: President Richardson, Secre-— 
tary Feathers and Editor Lemke. Miss Grace Albright reported as record- 
ing secretary and chairman of the Society's scrapbook committee, Miss 
Jobelle Holcombe, chairman of the genealogy committee, gave a report 
on that activity. Mrs. Mertye McIlroy Bagby, chairman, reported for 
the nominating committee, The recommended slate of officers was elect-e 
ed by acclamation, 

During a discussion period, various matters "for the good of the 
Society" were discussed, including legal incorporation of the Society, 
the Butterfield Overland Mail centennial in 1958, the Folk Museum at 
Prairie Grove, and the- possibility of a joint pilgrimage with the Ben- 
ton County society to Elkhorn Tavern on the 95th anniversary of the 
battle in March, 

The new president, Dr,Logan, then took the chair and paid tribute to 
the work done by the Society in the past and promised a stepped-up 
program of activities for 1957. F. S. Root brought the meeting to a 
close with a short speech in which he said that it was the most pleas- 
ant, harmonious and formal meeting of the WCHS in his memory. 


Report of Secretary—Treasurer for 1956 


RECEIPTS: ? 
Cash on hand (Jan.1, yefigy 2) gant aienediton ee 76 
Membership Miso. ee eee 933 .00 
Sale of Booklets and back issues........-se05 516045 
Charge accounts due... ..csscgescessvccssvesciv. Df Ou 
$1,621.21 
EXPENDITURES: | : 
McRoy & McNair. (paper and supplies)......ee.e6 454,18 
Marjorie Ford..(labor) ¢. .cacsshecs one cee suue 2oneO 
Alexander Typewriter Co. (stencils. and ink).. 110,72 
., Arkansas ‘Paper Cos), os os caseus cohede okies Re aLO 
Mrs.M.D.McLean for U of Texas (photostats)... 50,00 
Green!s Studio. (copying photographs).....+++. 43025 
Parkin Prtg & Litho Co. (stencils and ink)... 137,09 
purl En eraVvan gs COs caisraveik pa/aih wipcutaieiaiai@elain (btava;sVa\at Ab Liaidiy 
Ward Ice Cream Co, (party at Avoca).......2+. 16,50 
UofA Print shop (covers) sees selec ait ciae) wail g Oe 
Paull Grave Cla bor) pionus sreisvsinineiesainieuiare WE 
southwestern Enpraving. COs. «a sis saisuiieininseasaisie den FOMOT 
“Amer,Assn,for State and Local History........ 2-00 
POSUAPO sine clefera aisha «(alewisieinimraiacais aaisiateiere wlakanie) siape?sel CAEL | 
3 $1,503.27 
Tom Feathers, treasurer Balance on hand..... 117.94 
Fred McCuistion, chaiman 
Finance Committee 
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What the Other Societies Are Publishing 


The Carroll County Historical Society began its second year of 
activity with the publication of Vol, II No. 1 (January 1957) of the 
Carroll County Historical Quarterly. Editor of the Quarterly is Boyd 
W. Johnson of Green Forest, President of the Carroll County society is 
Coy Logan of Berryville. Most valuable articles in the January issue 
are "Baker Family" by Mrs, Alice Raker Gentry and. "George Moody Left 
Footprints on Sands of Time," 


The January 1957 issue of the Benton County: Historical Society's 
PIONEER contained some excellent source material, including the "Rem— 
iniscences of the late Miss Margaret Woods", "The Horsleys", "Early 
Benton County Marriages" and "Squally Days in Benton County" hy W. R. 
Edwards, In the Marriage List (1861-1870) there ‘are a number of names 
that appear in Washington County history, including P.V.Rhea, Rev, 
Jacob Sexton and Rev, Jordan Banks, FLASHBACK readers who would like 
to subscribe to the PIONEER should send membership dues ($3) to the 
secretary, Huey G. Huhn, R. # 1, Rogers, Ark. 


"Letters of Hiram Abiff Whittington 1827-1834", edited by Margaret 
Smith Ross, has just been published by the Pulaski County Historical 
Society, Little Rock, in its. Bulletin Series, These old letters are 
fascinating reading. Whittington is at his best in describing such 
events as a ball at the home of the territorial governor, a visit to 
old Dwight Mission, and pioneer days at Hot Springs, Fublication of 
these letters is a real service to the cause.of Arkansas history, Mrs, 
Ross, as usual, has not only done a competent job of editing the mat- 
erial, but a superb job with her & pages of explanatory notes, 


Last Call- 


This is the last issue of FLASHBACK that you will receive unless and 
until your 1957 membership dues ($3) are paid. We hope you like our 
Society ‘and its publication enough to continue your membership, And 
even if history isn!'t.important to you, -how. about giving $3 worth of 
encouragement to those who are trying te preserve our heritage for 
future generations? 

Our 1957 membership card bears a reproduction of an old map of Washe 
ington County that shows many extinct towns and postoffices, Here to- 
day and gone tomorrow, But. enshrined in history and preserved by your 
county historical society. 

The next issue of FLASHBACK will contain a history of the Methodist 
church in Washington County, written by the Rev, R. E. L. Bearden, He 
tells. of the location .of Salem Camp Ground where the first Methodist 
Conference in Arkansas was held, in 1833, He locates the site north- 
west of Dutch Mills, almost on the Oklahoma border, He also gives a 
complete list of Methodist pastors in Fayetteville from 1828 to the 
present, a ' 

The March issue of FLASHBACK will also contain some letters fram 
Mexico written by a Washington County soldier in 1847 during the War 
with Mexico —— letters never before published, 

Send your check ($3) today to our secretary-treasurer, Tom Feathers,.\ 
Box 225, Fayetteville, Ark. Do it humbly, because you and I are enjoy— 
ing the good life in Washington County today only because pioneers 
paved the way. 

-~- W. J. Lemke, editor 


